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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE TMPLEMENT
WORKS, APPRENTICES.

Me. DAVIES asgked the Minister for
Works: 1, Have all the trades engaged in the
State I'mp]cment Works their full complement
of apprentices? 2, If not, will he state what
trades are not cnrryi.ng- the full complement,
and to what axtent?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, No. 2, Blacksmiths, 5 short; moulders 4
short. With the fluctuation of trade, if com-
plement of apprentices filled, it would result
in adult workmen having to stand down, and
possibly there wonld not be full work for
apprentices, whoe, however, would have to be
kept on.

QUESTION—RAILWAY, JARNADUP-
PEMBERTON.

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Huas the Commissioner of Rail-
ways taken over the line between Jarnadup
and Pemberton? 2, Tf not, when does the
Connmissioner propose taking it over?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, The matter is onnder con-
sideration, and when certain difficnlties have
been surmounted arrungements will be made
for the Commissioner to take over this see-
tion.

QUESTION—PEMBERTUON TOWXNSITE.

My, J. H, SMITH asked the Premier: I,
Hag he pgiven consideration to the petition
presenfed last vear from residents at Pem-
herton praving that a townsite be proclaimed
at that eentre? 2, Has anything been done
regarding proclalmmg and surveying the
townsite? 3, If nothing has been dome, can
he give an assurance as to when the townsite
will he proclaimed?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, No. 3,
Yes, at & sritable place as soon as the Jarna-
dup-Pemberton Railway is taken over hy the
Working Railways.
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However,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY—PRESENTA-
TION.

Mr. SPEAKER [4.35]: 1 have to an-
nounee that, in company with the mmover and
the seconder, 1 have this day presented to
His Excellency the Governor the Address-in-
reply to his Speech made in opening the
present session, His Excellency was pleased
to acknowledge the Address-in-reply in the
foltowing terms:—

Mr, Speakers and members of the Legis-
lative Assembly: T thank you for your
Address-in-reply to the Speech with which
[ opened Parliament, and for your expres-

sions of lovalty to our Most Gracious
Sovercign,  (Signed) F. A, Newdegate,
Gaovernor.

" WATER AND FIREW0OOD PRICES,
EASTERN GOLDFIELDS.

Ministerial Explanation.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I wish to
make an explanation arising out of a question
nsked by the leader of the Opposition last
week. Tw that question, as forwarded to my
office by the Clerk of the House, there was
hut one query, as to the quantity of firewood
supplicd by the Kurrawang Wood Company.
ns it appears in the Orders of the
Day, the question includes also a request for
information as to the quantity of firewood
supplied by the Lakeside company. The
answer T guve related only to the Kurrawang
company, supplies from which totalled
126,905 toms. I now wish to add that the
aupplies furnished by the Lakeside company
aggrogated 162,187 tons.

BILL—INSPECTION OF SCAFFOLDING.
Message,

Message from the Governor received and
read, recommending approprintion for the
purposes of the Bill,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 23rd August.

Mr. MeCALTUM  (South  Fremantle)
[4.407: There is not wuch to he sail on the
second reading. for the Bill is one for Com-
mittee. Howewir, memboers will agree that
the measure is long overdue. Every other
State, save Vietoria, has had a Seaffolding
Act for many vears. Tn Vietoria the build-
ing trade unioms themselves control the situa-
tion, as they have rdove in this State to date.
Neither the unions nor the employers find it
satisfnetory that the positior should he left
for ontsiders to control. The controlling
shoull bhe done by Act of Parliament.

Mr. A, Thomsen: Did you say the em-
ployers de not find it satisfactory?

Mr, MeCALLUM: Yes, Many years ago
the emplovers joined with ue in asking the
Government for a Scaffolding Bill. That was
haek in the {dnys when the Savoy Hotel was
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being crected. The Bill is badly needed. No
protection has Leen provided for the lives of
men working literally in mid-air and de-
pending entirely on the strength of the
seaffolding, or of the gear used in connection
tiierewith, The practice has grown up, par-
tienlarly in association with high buildings,
of using swing stages, a most dangerous gear.
Painters especially are called upon to work
on those swing stages, their lives depending
on a single rope. The Bill docs not cover
these swing stages; they are not included
in the definition either of scaffolding or of
gear. It is a scrious omission, which I hope
will he remedied in Committee. The chief
fault I find with the Bill is that, like so many
others brought down, it leaves essentials to
regulations, This Parliament seems to be
developing the practice of passing legislation
that leaves uverything of importance to
the makers of regulations. The Seaffelding
Acts of -the Fastern States contain cach n
schednle setting out the regulations govern-
ing the scaffolding and gear. There the
regulations are dealt with by Parliament;
bere the Bill actually leaves all that to Gov-
ernment  departments. I entirely disagree
with legislating by regulation. The regula-
tions should be passed by Parlinment and
embodied in the Bill

The Minister for Works:
lations of this sort are made after consults-
tion with bhoth parties, whe are more likely
to know what is required than are members
of Parliament,

Mr. MeCALLUM: I should far sooner have
the regulations dealt with in a schedule to
the Bill. I disagree with the growing prac-
tice of having so much legislation relegnted
to regulations drawn by outsiders. The prae-
tice grew np largely during the war period
and no one knew cxactly what laws were
being enacted. Owing to the emergeney, tho
Government were given power to frame regu-
lations, and this power was exercised to such
an extent that the people were deprived of
many of the libertics they previously pos-
sessed. I am chary about giving any Gov-
ernment a free hand to do as they like by
regulation.

Mr. Mann: Any regulation must be laid on
the Tahle of the Honse.

Mr, MeCALLUM: Yes, but it is much more
difficult to get an amendment, to a regnlation
than to a sehedule of an Act. A schedule
wonld be much more satisfactory; we would
know exartly what was required.

The Minister for Works: You eould not
cover in a Bill mere thar the main prin-
ciples. Details must be fixed by regulation.

Mr, McCALLUM: What is porssible else-
where is possible here,  The other States
have set out the requirements in a schedule
to their Acts. T have found it most diffi-
cult to define ‘“scaffolding’’ and to suggest
Tegolations, but this has to he done by regu-
lation and therefore it could be done by
schedule. Althorgh this Bill covers a wide
seore, it does not inelude swinging stages,
which i3 a seripus omission. It does not

Generally, regu-
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deal with men that-have to go down wells
and depend on stages and ladders when re-
pairing pumps and doing other well work.
A large number of plumbers are engaged in
such work, and there has been a considerable
number of accidents owing to faulty geur.
This measure deals only with seaffolding
erected 8 feet from the horizontal base. That
practieally excludes all seaffolding used by
Fricklayers andl plastercrs for the crection of
single-storied houses. No bricklayer or plas-
terer would require a scaffolding higher than
8 foet for suech a purpose; the usual height
is 4 feet or 5 feet. Therefore, this Bill will
cover large structures such as warehouses,
shops, or two-storied dwellings. Such an
omission will nullify the value of the Bill,
beeause it will not cover half the employees
in the building industry. I hope the provision
limiting the height of seaffolding will be
struek out. In South Awstralia it has been
deleted.

The Alinister for Works: How could we do
that?

Mr. MCALLUM: The South Australian
amending Aet of 1908 deleted all reference
to the height of scaffolding, and the definition
now incledes any seaffolding at all, The
greater part of the work of bricklayers, hod-
carriers and plasterers is done on ordinary
dwellings, How many accidents have Dbeen
met with by hodearriers working on the con-
siraction of cottages?

Mr. A. Thomson: How many?

Mr. McCATLLUM: I have not the figures,

Mr. Pickering: I ecould not get any figures.

My, MeCALLUM: T know of them be-
canse of the union bhaving to pay accident
funds.

The Minister for Works: How many cases
do you get?

Mr. MeCALLUM: While I was secretary
of the Trades Hall a considerable number of
men met with aceidents; there were always
rome cases on hand. Eight feet is a consider-
able height to which to earry a hod of bricks.
A height of 4 feet or 5 feet is bad enough
beeause other men  are  generally working
around and, owing to the danger, supervision
ia nccessary.

The Colonial Secretary: The accidents
usually arise from mis-steps.
Mr, MceCALLUM: Accidents oceur from

scores of causes, but the main cause is %light
piddiness or sickness overtaking a workman
on a seaffold.

Mr. Pickering: This measure will not over-
come that,

Mr. MeCALLUM: In the Eastern States
it i3 necessary to have a handrail along a
scaffold. Over there men are not permitted
to work under such conditions as prevailed
during the ercction of the Post Office, the
AM.P. Buildings, and the Savoy Hotel,
where men could be seen clinging like flies
to the sides of the buildings and where the
slightest piddiness would have meant death.

Mr, Pickering: Do you know the number
of :ccidents directly attributable to scaffold-
ing
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Mr. McCALLUM: Is it necessary to produce
€ad men before establishing a prineiple?
n the bastern States a schedule to the Act
rovides for a handrail at a certain height
rom the floor of the scaffold and, if a man
tumbles over some bricks or other material,
¢ has the handrail to save him from falling
o the ground. No sreh provision is made in
his Bill, and there should be protection for
he men who are thus risking their lives
very day while working for a living. The
niner is protected under the Mines Regula-
ion Act. Building trade employees risk
heir lives every time they mount a scaffold
T a ladder, and probably they arc exposed
6 greater danger than a miner beeause the
raffic and noise about them is apt to dis-
ract their attention.

Mr. Marshall: There are many things to
listract their attention from their work.

My, McCALLUM: Yes. Another weakness
n the original legisiation of the Eastern
itates has heen remedied by the latest amend-
ng Act. When it becomes necessary to hold
i inquiry, owing te a serious or fatal acci-
lent having been due to faulty gear or scaf-
‘olding, the measure now hefore us will in-
dude only the gear actually connected with
he seaffolding. Tf there is other faulty
rear and a man loses his life, no penalty is
yrovided, no inquiry can be held, and the
n3pector cannot even report on the ease, be-
rause of the gear not being connected with
ho seaffolding itself. ]

Mr. Teesdale: Is not a ladder part of the
waffolding ¢

Mr. McCALLUM: No, a ladder is gear, not
icaffolding. This morning, as T left the
Perth Railway Station, I saw a man painting
the paratet of the bullding next to the old
‘Sunday Times’’ office. He had two ladders
ashed together with ropes and was working
it o height of 30 fect from the pavement.
[f one of the ladders had broken or the lash-
ing had given way, that man would bave
had no chance. Yet such an accident could
not be dealt with under this measure,

The Minister for Works: Does not ‘“gear’’
imelude that?

Mr. McCALLUM: Yes, but where the Bill
Jeals with serious nccidents, gear is not men-
tioned; scaffolding only is mentioned. The
South Auwstralian amending Aet provides
for the rcading of ‘‘gear’’ wherever
F¢geaffolding’’ is mentioned. There the
defect was  recognised and  remedied.
I have quite a number of amend-
ments to move in Committee, but only
two of them as yet appear on the Notice
Paper. The others are now ready to be in-
eluded in the Neotice Paper, and I hope the
Committee stage will not be proceeded with
until members have had an opportunity to
peruse my amendments and aseertain elearly
their purport.

The Minister for Works:
that.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I am glad of the as-
surance. For many years we have been
agitating for legislation to control seaffold-

I shall agree to
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ing. The city of Perth ia growing, and we
arc erecting higher buildings thau ever be-
fore. Although there have been a number of
accidents, Perth has heen remarkably frec
from serions accidents, considering there have
heen no regulations, This is due to the
unions and employers having frequently con-
ferred. The employers have always shown a
readiness to meet the unions and discuss the
practieability of providing safe seaffolding
and gear, but each side has agreed that it
would he better to have a law setting out
clearly the exact requirements, so that indi-
viduals should nect have to ineur the respon-
sibility that Governments elsewhere have un-
dertaken. T supnort the second reading and
hope that in Committee the DBill will be
amended to make it more suitable to the re-
quirements of the building trade.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.0]: 1
listened carefully to the remarks of the mem-
ber for South Fremantie (Mr. MeCallum) in
the hope that he would show some good
reasen for the passing of this measnre. I
agked if he could give me any statistics as
to the number of accidents that could be at-
tributed directly to defeetive scaffolding. 1
have inquired of the Government Statistican
and others, and am unable to find any record
of the number of accidents from this cause.
The hon. member did not say that the acei-
dents he mentioned had been due to defective
seaffolding, but that they were duve to giddi-
ness, He suggested that a sincle rail would
obviate an aecident of that nature, TIf a
man was overcome by giddiness a single rail
would not save him from falling. Tt is not
desirable that men who are sobjeet to giddy
attacks should be allowed to go on seaffold-
ing.

The Minister for Works: Do you not think
a rail would be disadvantagecns?

Mr. PICRERING: Yes. There has been
a remarkable lack of accidents in this State
in connection with the building trade. Re-
garding this Bill, Sir Talbot Hobbs, of the
firm of Messrs. Hobbs, Smith & Forbes, in a
letter says~—

I have gone through the Bill, and have
no remarks to make heyond that I have
seen it, and consider it another eanse for
inereasing the high cost of building still
further, and the creation of another Gov-
ernment department without, in my humble
opinion, anything like compensating ad-
vantages.

Mr. Herbert Eales, of the firm of Messrs.
Fales & Cohen, in & letter says—

Unless there is a world-wide need for
such a Bill, and T have heard nothing of the
kind, I sce no necessity for its introduction
here, and can only assume that pressuie is
being brought by labour unions to this end.
Invariably the scaffolding to bhe seen in
Perth, both in general lay-out, also as re-
gards lashing, wedging and knots, is quite
good ; althourh this work is invariably car-
ried out by labourers.

T have spoken to other architects, such as Mr.
Ochiltree and Mr. Cox, who have had many
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years of experience in this State. They assure
me they have ncver known of an accident
here due to defective seaffolding. Every fore-
man on the job, and every builder and ar-
chitect, is more or Jess an honorary inspee-
tor of scaffolding. The foreman wuses the
seaflelding hourly, and the boilder and archi-
tect at less frequent intervals. Any man who
hag i knowledge of seaffolding will take every
preeaution against entrusting himself to de-
fective workmanship.  Seaffolding is one of
the elementary prineiples of building, for
without scaffolding one cannot put up a build-
ing of any size. Practically cvervone eon-
necked with building must therefore learn the
rudiments of seaffolding. The bricklayer is
bimself an expert in the construction of sceaf-
folding, and the lack of accidents shows that
he understands the principles of it.

Mr. Munsie: There was an acecident in
Perth last week, when a man fell off a ladder
and was taken to the hospital. I saw the man
fail,

Mr. PICKERING: If the Bill becomes
law, and all the suggestions of the member
for South IMremantle arc adepted, the CGov-
ernment will have to employ an army of
clerks and inspectors to see that the pro-
visions are properly carried out. Plasterers
have to work from a very small height, and
even if they fell from their staging they
eould suffer very little injury.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I know of a man who
wae killed after a fall of 7ft.

Mr. PICKERING: Tt is impossible to
guard against every kind of accident. The
memher for Sonth Fremantle suggests that
every bit of scaffolding should be brought
within the secope of the Bill. The measure
provides that notice shall be given as to
every hit of scaffolding that is erected, and
the cost of the seaffelding must he showm.

Mr. MeCallum: Tt does not say that.

Mr. PICKERING: This will have to be
done by regulation. After all, the sting of
the Bill lies in the regulations. The hon.
member, maintaing that no minimum height
for scaffolding should be fixed.

Mr. MeCallum: That is the law in South
Australia.

Mr. PICKERING:
prevented  from

Why should we be
making any departure
from the laws  existing  elsewhere?
The result of giving cffect to the
lon. wember’s suggestion will be to make
the cost of building prohibitive. In most
buildings where the height is not great, very
little seaffolding is ereeted, hut if we earry
out the wishes of the hon. member, when we
ecome to paint the exterior of a house, it will
be necessary to go in for some expensive
system of seaffolding.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is ridiculons.
You rarcly paint from scaffolding.

Mr. PICKERING: That is so, but the in-
ference to be drawn from the suggestion is
that elaborate scaffolding will bave to he
erected for every little painting, plastering,
or other joh connected with building opera-
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tions. Tf it is necessary to have inspectors
of seaffolding, it must be equally pecessary
to have an inspection over everything con-
nected with a building in which scaffolding
is used. We shall require to have an inspec-
tion of masonry, or brickwork, and of every
phase of building operations.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Yoeu already have an
inspection of that.

Mr. PICKERIXG: Not under statute. Tn
most municipalities and road boards there
are hy-laws safeguarding the publie, such as
regulations providing for the safe keeping
of the public from falling materinl. Mem-
bers would be deceived if they were led
away by the rhetoric of the hon. member,
who described the dangers of working when
traffic was passing underneath. XNo onc on
u buildiug takes any notice of the height
at which he is working, or of what is hap-
pening below. 1 have been associated with
some big works, It is nothing to me to walk
about on scaffolding, and I de not trouble
to see what is going omn below,

Mr. McCallom: And you have the right to
speak for the men in the industry.

Mr, PICKERING: I have a right to speak
of that phase of the industry with whieh T
am associnted.

Mr. McCallum: Faney the workmen select-
ing you to speak for them!

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Have you ever fallen
from the top of a building?

Mr. PICKERING: No.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I have, but fortun-
ately 1 fell into a heap of mertar.

Mr. PICKERING: This is the thin edge
of the wedge, and will lead to the introdue-
tion of other Bills, which will make it im-
possible to carry on building operations, The
cost of huilding iz already high, and we
should not add to the cost by measures of
this description.

Mr, Marshall: Why do not the architects
redunce their fees and give us a chanee?

Mr, PICEERING: The architect’s fes is
the lowest fee charged by amy professional
man in Awnstralin. Tt i3 on the same seale
ay that which is charged in England to-day.
There has never heen any Increase in the
amount since [ have been an avchiteet,

My, Marshall: And you say vou have never
fallen from a building? ‘

Mr. PICKERING: No. ‘Ticre is very
little danger arising from the use of seaffold-
ing in Western Australin. Tf we pass this
Bill, it will mean the creation of another
Govermnent department, or sub-department,
and the employment of numbers of inspectors
and clerks, if all the suguaestions we lhave
heard are put into eflect.  The cost would
nedoubtedly he stupeudons, and 1 hope that
the House will besiiate hefore passing the
Rill. This is really a machinery wmeasure,
and the whole business will have to be car-
ried out by rvegulation. 1f the regulations
arg to be effective, the [nstitute of Archi-
tects and the Builders’ Association should he
eonsulted about the framing of them.
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Mr. Marshail:
sidered !

Mr. PICKERING:
perts.

Me. Marrhall: Who said so?

Mr., PICKERING: T :ay so. It is al-o
important to see that our local timbers are
weed i this connection,  Karri poles would
nuake exeellent  rimber ror seaffolding, and
kurri planks woulidl alse he good.

Mr. Mamnn: How does karri eompure with
oregon?

AMr. PICKERING: Weight for
karri is cqual to oregon.

My, A. Thomsun: And the hreaking strain
iy eonsiderably mere.

Mr. PICKERIXG: Yes. T am.not in sym-
pathy with the measure. [f it is passed |
hape the Committee will see that the organisa-
tinns I have mentioned are consulted in the
framing of the regulutions. The uatmost
care should be exercised in the franmiuyg of
the regulations with a view to keeping down
the cost as much as possible, We often hear
complaints in this House s to the cost of
workers® hameos. That eost will he consider-
ably increased if effect is given to the sug-
gestions regarding seaffolding,

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: That is rubbish.

Mr. A, Thomson: It is a fact. N

Mr., PICKERIXNG: Whe is going to bear
the cost of carrying out this law? Ts the
amount to be colieeted by the imposition of
fees, in the way that building fees are col-
leeted, or will it be raised by an appropria-
tion of Parlinment, sueh as is indicated in
the Bill# The system of inspection outlined
here is altogether too cumbersome.  An army
of inspectors and clerks would have to be
engaged, if proper effect were piven to the
measure, and the cost wonld be ent of all
propertion to tle benefits received.

Why should they he con-

Beeause they are ex-

weight

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning} [5.153]:
I rather regret that the member for South
Fremantle {dr. McCallum) bas not made a
better case for the Bill

Mr. MeCallum: Tt is not my Bill,

AMr. A. THOMSON: It was the hou. mem-
ber’s Bill in the first instance, and then it
was raken op by the Goverament.

Mr. MeCallum: This was not my Bill,

Ar. A, THOMSOXN: The hon. member gave
notice of motion for leave to introduce a
BilL

The Minister for Works : The Govern-
meni’s Bill had been prepared, and the
membor for South Fremantle did not know
of 4r.

My, A, THOMSOXN: The Bill has not been
requested by cither the Boilders® and Con-
tractors®  Assovintion  or  the  Institute of
Architects. 1 wish to congralulate members
opposite on  getting their legislaion put
through by the Government,

Hon, W, . Angwin : There have heen
several deputations on this subjeet.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: The builder takes a
greater risk than the men, and T say that
from an experience extending over 30 years.
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When the wiember for South Fremuntie was
speaking I asked bim Lew tany aeeidents
ol sevurred in Western Australia from
defeetive svafio!lding. The impusition of an
additional tax—ihat is just what tie Bill
means—will jnvelve an increase fin the cust
of buildiny, for the econtractors are not
going lo pay the tux. Theyv cunnot aford
it.

Mr. MeCallum: Poeor bankrupt builders!

Me A, THOMSOXN @ The tax must be
passed on, and that necessarily means 1in-
crenserd cost of construetion. Hon, members
opposite have had u goud deal te say about
the enhaneed cost of builling cottages. The
enavtment of this Bill will mean o further
addition to the enst.

Mr. MceCallum @ How
Ten shillings!

Mr. A, THOMSON: That interjection
shows fhat the hon, member does not Know
very much about the subject. A rope costs
as much as 1is.

AMre. McCutlum: If your gear is in good
order, the Bill will not eoccasion you any
cost whatever,

Mr. A. THOMSOXN : Gear i3 not mentioned
in this Bill.

Afr. MeCallum :
clause.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The Bill says that
regulations are to be brought in, and the
vegulations will cover cverything. The mem-
ber for South Fremantle stated that the
contractors had asked for this measure, I
will read to the House from a letter which
I have reccived from the president of the
Builders’ and  Contraeters’ Aassociation,
Perth.

Mr. MeCallum:
for the Bill

Mr. A. THOMSON: Three or four yeara
ago. The letter says—

The proposed Bill is not required. It is
superfluous, and will only add to the cost
of buildings, and, besides, it will create
another Government department, and God
knows there are enough of them already.
The Minister for Works: Is that in the

letter?

Mr. A, THOMSBON: Yes. I regret very
much that a Bill of this kind bas beca
brought in. TIf the measure is in accord
with the will of the House, of course we
must submit, However, the measure means
the creation of another Government depart-
ment, at inereased cost to the State. I
wonder whether hon, memhbers have read the
elauses af the Bill. One savs that the Gow-
ernment may appeint inspectors.

Mr. SPEAKER: I caonot allow the hon.
member to read the elanses.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I am not reading a
clause, Sir, but am pointing out what the
Bill provides. There is a prowvision that all
scantling and gear must be in accordance
with the ‘“Act.’”’ We do not know what the
Act is going to be, because regulatious are
to be preseribed. Tn plain English, there-
fore, the House is asked to create a new
department with a blank cheque to harass

much per house?

Look at the definition

1 tell you that they asked
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the people who are engaged in the daily
toil of ereeting buildings,

The Minister for Works: It is a wonaertul
thing that whea the Builders’ and Con-
tracters’ Association bad thig Bill before
them they mentioned none of these objec-
tions.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The association merely
had a consultation with Mr. Hardwick. The
letter further states—

We certainly consider that all one-storey

buiidings should be exempt.
I agree with that.

No serious accidents have happened in

Western Australia through faulty scaffold-

ing, and therefore we fail to see why the

Bill is required,

The letter also states that the association
¢onsider the time of Parliament could be
occupied to better advantage than over this
Bill.

The Minister for Works: Both sides had
a copy of the Bill, and the Builders’ and
Contractors’ Association did noet put for-
ward those objections.

Mr. A. THOMSON : The Minister for
Works told the Builders’ and Contractors’
Association that it was the intention of the
Government to bring in a Scaffolding Bill.
I commend him for affording the association
an opportunity to consider the Bill. I think
he showed them consideration just as
he showed consideration to our friends
opposite. But when the Mimister states that
he is going to bring in a Bill, it is no wuse
telling him that the Bill ought not to be
brought in. What good ecould the Builders’
and Contractors’ Association have done by
gaying to the Minister, **We do not want
the Bill brought in’’2 The association now
ask the Minister to agree to certain amend-
ments, which T have here and which I am
quite prepared to show to the Minister.
Further, I am prepared to show the House
the letter T have from the president of the
Builders’ and Contractors’ Association. Let
me indicate some of the pinpricks there are
in this Bill. An ‘inspector will have the
right to enter on any building and say,
T am not satisfied with that building;
cease work, and come off the seaffolding.’”’
If the seaftolding is dangerous, that is quite
right; but surely to goodness we can rely
upon the commonsense of men of intelli-
gence. The men in charge of building
operations are responsible for everything
that happens. The Workers’ Compensation
Act provides that in the case of an
aceident

Mr. McCallum: Five hundred pounds for
a man’s life!

Mr. A, THOMSON: If the amount were
a thousand pounds, it would not bhe enough,

Mr, McCallum: And yet you object to
this expenditure.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I will not allow the
member for South Fremantle to put words
into my mounth. We are not discus#ing
men’s lives.

Mr. MeCallum: You are discussing a few
paltry pounds as against men’s lives.
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Mr. A, THOMSON: I have been handling
buildings and haundling men’s lives for years,
and thank God I have never had an accident!
I never yet knew of a builder who would
expect a man to go on seaffolding which was
inse¢ure. The small buildings in the metro-
politan area and in the country districts are
being constructed by whom? By working
contractors, who get on the seaffolding and
work with the men. This Bill, authorising
inspectors to travel all over the country in
order to inspect buildings, will mean adding
eonsiderably to the cost of construection, be-
cause in the case of 90 per cent. of buildings
construeted in the country to-day the builder
uses for scaffolding the material he is going
tn use in the building.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Don’t you think the
department know that? They are not all
fools in tho department.

Mr, A, THOMSON: I did not say it was
so. But we are dealing with the measure
hefore us. We have no knowledge of what
regulations the Government or the depart-
ment intend to call into existence. In my
opinion this measure will mean the creation
of another Government department. Tt is
all very well to say there will e only in-
spectors. I have heard the member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W, ¢, Angwin)
say in this House, **Give a man an office,
and he will immediately create a depart-
ment.’?

Hon. W, G, Angwin: There is no danger
of that under this measure.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Inspectors and sub-
inspectors are to be appointed to go ail over
the State, and they will be able to tell a
builder to cease weork, Certainly there is a
right of appeal, but if T am a contractor and
an inspector who comes to my building says
the seaffolding is unsatisfactory, what is the
use to me of my right of appeal? If appeal-
ing means hanging up the work, the contrae.
tor will probably use a few swear words like
the Minister for Works oceasionally om-
ploys

The Minister for Worka: T object to that

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Katanning is net in order.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Then 1T will say, a
few swear words such as 1 occasionally use,
In the end onc has to submit, No doubt a
great deal would depend upon the class of
inspeetor. Probably an inspector must make
reports in order to keep his job, and it fol
lows that every building known to he in
course of construction is hound to receive a
visit of ingpection. We may find an inspee:
tor travelling 30 or 60 or even 100 miles tc
a bnilding in the country in order to see
whether the scaffolding is correct.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
that is likely to happen.

Mr. A, THOMSBOX: Tt is possible. Some
thing like that happens to-day. Under the
Ingpection of Machinery Act inspeciors trave!
throughout the country and visit farme tc
ingpect the machinery. As regards factories
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I know that T have three or four inspections
at my factory in Katannipg.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Perhaps the depart-
ment realise that you want inspecting.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: No doubt. I object
to this method of indirect taxationm which is
proposed by the Bill. Clanse 14 I will deal
with later. We already have our Factories
Act and our Workers' Compensation Act,
Under this Bill the contractor is to bear all
costs and expenses. A contractor will need
to be caught only onee, and then he will
have to allow a considerable amount for the
extra cost of seaffolding,

Thae Minister for Works: I do not under-
stand your argument. Yon do not deny that
we 0.ght to look after the lives of the men?t

Mr. A. THOMSON: I do not, but I say
that is done to-day. I hope the House will
not agree to the second reading of the Bill,
because the measure is not necessary, There
is a clause that providea that an abstract of
the Bill has to be attached to the seaffold,
and therc is o penalty of £5 provided if that
is not done. The contractor will have to
keep a book as prescribed and he is to be
hiable for any false entries.

The Minister for Works: So he should be.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Quite so, but is it
necessary to ereate another department and
put a further tax on men who are honestly
endeavouring to make a living? If we had
had 2 serious aceident duc te faulty con-
struction of scaffolding, I could understand
the necessity for the measure, but we have
never had an accident of that description in
Western Avstralia, so far as I am aware.

Mr. Davies: You would not wait for one?

Mr. A, THOMSON: No, but that is not
an argument in favour of the Bill being
pasted. There iz no necessity for imposing
thiz additional form of taxation.

Mr. Hughes: You want someonc to pay
the penalty with his life before you will agree
to tho Bill!

Mr. A. THOMSON: The hon. member has
never been on o seaffold in his life.

Member: But he shonld have been.

Mr, McCallum: You admit that you have
been on a scaffold?

Mr. A, THOMSON: Yes, and 1 am proud
of it

Mr.
drop?

Mr. A. THOMSOX: The scaffeld I was on
was not of tve description the member for
South Fremantle has in mind.

Mr. McCallum: You could not have had
an expert in knots with you.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. A, THOMSON: The Bill means that
a man must be eapable to a certain degree
before he is allowed to put up seaffoidings.

Mr. Pickering: Tt will mean a new trade.

Mr. A. THOMSON: That is so. At the
present time, cxpert scaffolders are employed
in the construetion of big buildings and they
are patd accordingly. The vast majority of
the buildings in the metropolitan area and
the country district do not require the ger-

Chesson: How did you escape the
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vices of expert scaffelders; they are not in
the same category as tbe large, tall buildings
in the ¢ity. As to the requirements regard.
ing scafolding fur voe-storied buildings, I
will gwrarantee to teach any hon. member of
the House how to tie the ropes up in five
minutes. It is one of the most simple of
things; there is nothing intricate about it.

The Minister for Works: Have you known
acyone able te successfully erect scaffolding,
who has had only five minutes’ tuition?

Mr. A, Thomson: Yes.

The Minister for Works: I have not.

Mr. A, THOMSON: If an individual had
any common scnse, he could do it. The men
going on the scaffald see that it is safe be-
fore they will work on it. Clause 24 throws
the whole burden of proof on to the con-
tractor.

The Minister for Works: So it should!

AMr. A, THOMSON: 1 have no objection
to that, but I claim there is no necessity for
it whatever. When I read the Bill first, T
thought that the Government were at last be-
coming philanthropic and that they intended
to provide from Consolidated Revenue the
fonds necessary for administering the Bill. T
bad te look through it two or three times
before I disecovered a small paragraph which
provides for a prescribed scale of fees to be
paid for the inmspection of scaffolding and
gear, Any appeal made to a policc magis-
trate means that the costs have to bo borne
by the contractor.

The Minister for Works: Do you agrea
with the principle that the coniractor should
exereise sufficient eare of life and limb?

Mr. A, THOMSON: Yes, but I imaintain
the contractors are doing that to-day. When
introdraing the Bill, the Minister gave not
a single instance of aecidents due to scaffold-
ing being faulty.

The Minister for Works:
you needed it.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The Minister could
not do it. Tven the member for South Fre-
mantle (Mr. MeCallum), who was secretary
of one of the building trades unions for
vears, could not give an instance.

Mr. McCallum: What nmonsense! Do you
think we keep statistics like that? Talk
sense!

Mr. A. THOMSON: Had the hon. mem-
ber heen able to cite a number of accidents
of such a deseription, ke would have strength-
cued his argumenta in favour of the Bill.

I did not think

Mr. MeCallum: T told you details were
not kept.
Mr. A. THOMSON: The PBuilders and

Contractors’ Assaciation say there has been
no such aceident,

Mr. MeCallum: Then they say what they
know to br untruc.

Mr. A, THOMSON: T have had 30 years’
exrerience and I contend there has heen no
accident due o faulty seaffolding. If it is
the desire of the House that the Bill shall
comn into foree—T sinrerely hope il will not
he agreed to—the creation of another Gorv-
ernment derartment and the imposing of
further indirect taxation om the people will
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have a detrimental effect. The mere fact that
the Minister has a Message from the Governor

shows that the Bill will imposc fresh taxa-:

tion and drag more meney from the pockets
of the people.

The Minister for Works: We must have a
Message in counection with Bills of this de-
scription,

Mr. 4. THOMSOXN: But it means that
fresh taxation is proposed, otherwise the Mes-
sage would not be necessary. The Minister,
and also the member for Sowth lremantle,
asserted that the public had to be protected.
At the present time the public are protected
throngh the municipalities and road boards
hecause if a atrocture is to be erected, they
carry out the preseribed huilding regulations,
If one goes to the City Council to have plans
passed for a building here, the local authori-
ties préseribe the kind of hearding that must
be erected round the building, and if people
are to travel under work that is going on, the
footpath has to be covered over.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Have there been no
aceidents under those conditions?

Mr, A. THOMSOX: Not in this State. In
London one can walk under buildings in
course of construction. However, we have
regulations already to protect the public.

Mr. Pickering: And they are pretty string-
ent, too.

Mr. A, THOMSON; That is so. The road
boards also have their regulationd to protect
the publie, and the loeal authorities have
power to enforce them in the interests of the
publie, if they think necessary. Besides being
unnecessary, the Bill will merely mean adding
to the cost of building. T will oppose the
second reading and I trust the Minister will
withdraw the Bill. Tf the House decide to
pass it, I hope they will at least eliminate
from its operations all one-storied buildings.

The Minister for Works: Will you put
your amendments on the Notice Faper?

Mr. A. THOMSON: I want to see the
Bill thrown out at the second reading stage.

The Minister for Works: You will not see
that.

Mr. A, THOMSON:; I do not not know if
I will suceeed.

The Minister for Works: If the second
reading of the Bill is agreed to, will you table
your amendments?

Mr. A. THOMSON: Certainly.
the second reading.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.41]: I listened carcfully to the
objeetions raised to the Bill by the member
for Katanning {Mr. A. Thomson). On no
single oceeasion has that hon. member raised
his woice in opposition when Bills have been
hrought forward in the interests of bulls or
stallions or anyvthing else in conneetion with
the farming industry.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is absurd.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: On not one oc-
cagion!

Mr. A. Thomson:
culous,

[ oppose

That is absolutely ridi-
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Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: The hen. mewmber,
aud the member for Sussex {(Mr. Pickering)
as well, referred to the powers possessed by
local authorities. These authorities have no
power regarding seaffolding.

Mr. A. Thomson: They have pewer to pro-
teet the publie.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The loeal govern-
ing bedies have power under existing legis-
lation to compel contractors to crect loard-
ings round constructionzl work in the city.

Mr. AL Thomsou: And they make the con:
tractor cover the top us well,

Mr. Chesson: Does that protect the publie
adequately ?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Does the member
for Katanning know that the local authori-
ties have powers under the Health Aet? Yet
it has been found necessary to appoint Gov-
ernment inspectors to keep the local bodies
up to their duty. Has he discovered that?

Mr. A. Thomson: Yes.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Honr. W. €. ANGWIN: That position can
be compared with the one contemplated by
the Bill. It will be neceasary to have a Gov-
ernment inspector to see that the measure is
carried out properly. The mcember for Katan-
ning complained on the score of cxpense, At
the present time contractors have to provide
poles, ropes, planks and so forth for scaffold-
ing.

Mr. A. Thomson: But we do not know
what sizes will be preseribed in the regula-
tionns. We do not know what the offieials will
do,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: There are as
competent wen is the Government depart-
ments as there are outside. I do not care
whether those outsiders are in the Architeet’s
Association or any other hody.

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear!

Mr, A, Thomson: I agree with your state-
ment,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The officials know
theiv work well. They are ecompetent to judge
what is sufficient for scaffolding purposes.
They will use common sense and not take ae-
tion that will invelve expense, or, at least,
s¢arcely any cxpense.

Mr. A, Thomson:
word f‘seareely.’’

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Bill will mean
that seaffolds must be erected in such a way
a3 to protect the lives of the workers.

Mr. A. Thomson: Can you give an instance
of where that has not been so?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T cannot, but 1
will give the hon, member an instance in the
city. I know of a woman who had her head
cut in Hay.street, and she was walking on the
street and not on the footpath.

Mr. A. Thomson: Would a handrail stop
that?

Mr. McCallum: Don’t be silly!

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: The hoarding was
not there. Of rcourse damnges had to he,
paid. There is scareely an occupation in re-

I am glad youn used the
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garnl to which steps are not taken to proteet
the lives of those engaged in it. Have we
net mining and other regulations in existence
for the purpose of affording protection to
fhose engaged in the oecupations affected?
The Bill before the House has been intro-
dueed, nnt for the purpose of cansing annoy-
ance or ineconvenienre to those who do erect
proper seaffolding, but to provide that those
who in the past have not studied the welfare
of their employees, shall come into line with
econtractors and others who have had regard
for the safety of their workmen. TWUnfortn-
nately. there are some men in every calling
who will go to extremes jn order to save a
shilling, and who in deing that will dis-
regard the danger they are creating. Why
was there anvy necessity for the intro-
duction of an Early Closing Act? Because
there were those in the eommunity who kept
their shops open all night. TLaws are passed
ot to protect the honest man, bnt for the
purpose of dealing with those who adopt
untair and dishonest tactics. That is the ob-
ject of the Bill we are now discussing.

Alr. A. Thomson: You have not made out
any case,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T have scen secaf-
folding on which no person should have been
permitted to stand. Let me give one instance.
I know of a boilding which was ercected in
Melbourne, and the ownper of that said that
he was going to be his own inspector. He
was engaged in the work of imspecting for
only two days when he came to grief by fal-
ling to the ground.

The Premier: Who knocked him over?

Hon, W, €. ANGWIX: It was the fault
of the defective scaffolding. The man was
not killed, but he did net go on that build-
ing again. Instead of saying that legislation
is not requred in the State because nuv acei-

dents have happened, we should give eredit to -

those eontraetors who have engaged in opera-
tions here. But accidents have happened. I am
aware that econtraeters in this State have done
all that is in their power to erect proper
seaffolding. The hon. member declares, too,
that sufficient protection iz afforded under
the Workers® Compensation Act. What pro-
teetion is so afforded? A man in the best of
health works on scaffolding  which is not
erected in a mauner that shonld render his
work perfectly safe. He falls and injures
himself, and receives the munificent sum of
£2 per week, on which he must winintain lis
wife and Family. Ts that the protection that
the hon. member =ays is afforded hy the
Workers’ Compensation Act? The desire of
the Government is that there <hall be pro-
jerly erzeted seaffolding, and that men who,
by their oceupationr, are oblized to use the
scaffolding, shall ran as little risk as pos-
sible.

Mr. A. Thomson: Do you think that there
will not be accidents even after this Bill
passes?

AMr.
nisk.

Davies: The Bill will minimise the

o
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THon. W. C. ANGWIN: If the effect of
the Bill were to harass any person, 1 would
vote against it.

Mr. A, Thomson: Thai wili be the result.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It will not. It is
introdueed for the purpose of protecting
those who work on scaffolding and those en-
gaged in well sinking and so on. The mem-
her for Ratanning (Mr. A. Thomson) stated
that we bad a Coroners Act. He knows full
well that the Coroners Act will apply only in
the event of a fatal aceident. So that if an
accident oceurs, and it does not prove fatal,
ho would have it that there should be no
inquiry, unless the person who has met with
the accident takes proceedings under the
Employers Linbility Act and goes to Court.
There are men to-day who prefer to take ad-
vantage of the Workers Compensation Aet
rother than go to the Court under the Em-
ployers Liability Aet, and run the risk of
losing their case. A Bill of this deseription
will prove of great benefit; it will not hurt
any eontractor and neither will it hurt any
man who is ueting straightforwardly, and
who intends to erect scaffolding in a manmer
that will ensure the safety of those who are
working for him. There will be required
merely the payment of an inspection fee.
That is all that will happen in the way of
increased cost. No ene will objeet to pay
a small fee in connection with legislation of
thizs degeription. The hon. member is fully
aware that there are no means by which
scaffolding may be inspected at the present
time.

Mr. Pickering: There has not been any
necessity for inspections.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But there may be,
It is only in recent years that we have had
buildings of any consequence ereeted in
Western Australia.  Up to that timc there
were very few that were more than a couple
of storeys high. Is it not advicable to afford
protection, such as is proposed by the Bill,
in the comparatively early stages of building
operations, rather than wait until some per-
son has been killed? By all means let us
save life if we can do so by legislation. I
am surprised that the contraetors’ assoecia-
tion has lodged an objection to the Bill
There is nothing in it which will adversely
affeet the contractor. He is the man whose
sympathy always is—it certainly should be—
with the employee.

Mr. A. Thomson: You do mot mean fo
infer that contractors wish to kill their
men?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN: The hon. member
desires to misconstrne what T am saying.
There is nothing in the Bill which will affect
the contractor who has any sympathy for
his employees. There are, however, some men
in this State who will erect anything in the
shape of seaffolding.

Mr. MeCallom: The speech of the member
for EKatanning shows what he would do.

Mr. A. Thomson: Nonsense,

Mr. MeCallum: You are a callous, cold-
blooded individval.
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Mr. A, Thomson: I risc to a point of order.
T ask that the hen. member be requested to
withdraw that statement,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAEKER: I did not hear
it; what was it?

Mr. A, Thomson: He said I was a callous
and cold-blooded individual.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Did the mem-
ber for South Fremantle say that?

Mr, McCallom: 1 did.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:
must be withdrawn,

Mr. MeCallom: I will withdraw it, but I
will tell him outside what T think of him.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now I will ask
the member for Katanning to refrain from
interjecting.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: I repeat that there
is nmothing in the Bill that will affcct the
contractor whoe is sympathetically disposed
towards the lives of his employees.

Mr. Pickering: Do you not think that that
has heen evidenced in the past?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: But in the past we
have erected only small buildings. The mem-
ber for Katanning, when speaking, said that
there had been no need for scaffolding in
the country but that it might be necessary
in eomnection with some buildings in Perth.

Mr, A. Thomson: T did not say that.

Hon., W. C, ANGWIN: The hon. member
implied it. What he said was that there was
nol the sume neceessity for seaffolding in the
country us there was in Perth.

Mr. A. Thomson: I do not think I said
that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T wrote it down.
The hon, member implied by that statement
that if the Bill applied only to the city of
Perth he would have no objection to it.

Mr, A, Thomson: Don’t be absurd.
I make that statement?

Hon. W, L. ANGWIN: Of eourse; I took
it down.

My, A, Thomson: Don’t put words into my
mouth,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T am not doing
anything of the kind. Tt is what the hon.
member said. I wrote the words down be-
cause I thought the opinion expressed was
contrary to the arguments he used when he
was speaking against the Bill. Tt is true
that this is merely a machinery Bill. The
Government will be given power to make re-
gulations. Though I do not ahways believe
in government by regulations, it would he
impossible in & case like this to frame a Bill
to suit every class of building., Therefore we
must have regulations, and in the framing
of them be guided by expert advisers. The
member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) said
that when the regulations were heing framed,
representatives of the Architeets Association
and the employers should be permitted to
take a hand., The hon. member did not
suggest that there should also he representa-
tives of the men who use the scaffolding.
Of course not; they do not count., If I mis-
take not, the architects employed by the
Government, or seme of them, are members

The remark

Did
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of tho Architects Association, The hon.
member is afraid to trust them; he has ne
confidence in them.

Mr. Pickering: Not at all.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: The inspectors of
the Public Works Department are trades-
men and know more about scaffolding than
does the hon. member.

Mr, Pickering: You are making a personal
matter of it now.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: T am not doing
anything of the kind, I would prefer any
day to have such regulations framed by
tradesmen than by architeets, and the hon.
member knoews well that architects as a rule
pay very little attention to scaffolding ex-
cept perhaps when they have oceasion to
walk on it.

Mr. Pickering: That is not true.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: I object to out-
siders interfering with what is Government
work. T do not believe in outsiders being
breught in te do work which Government
olficers are thorrughly competent to per-
form.

Mr. A. Thomsen: You will make the other
poor heggars pay.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: No. The Miniater
is to be complimented on having brought
down the Bill thus early in the development
of the eity of Perth, before any serious
accident has oceurred,

On motion by Mr. Davies, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINTGANCE.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [6.2] in moving the sccond
reading said: This is the usual continvance
Bill that has been introduced cvery year
sinee 1915, when the Act was passed. It is
mnperative that the Act should he continued,
beeanse without it our seeurities would go
by the hoard. But for the Act, we could
assist nobedy without the expense of draw-
ing and registering a bill of sale.

Hon. T. Walker: At whal season of the
year does the Act expire, in December?

The PREMIER: I think so.

Heon. T. Walker: Is it for the full year?

The PREMIER: Yes. The board is taking
no new clients other than soldier settlers,
who are being assisted to crep. Last year
a select committee recommended the closing
down of the hoard and its operations,
However, that is impossible, for wc bave
to continue, at all events in respect of
those men whose aceounts have not yet
heen cleared.  There were 1,797 current
necounts with the board at September last,
The total clearances number 1,19G. TUnder
the section of the Aet referring to the pay-
ment of rent, the board has 281 accounts.
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In its earlier years the board paid rent for
a great many people. Those accounts are
being cleared from time to time but, as I
say, there are atill 881 of the old clients not
yet cleared.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: A lot of them are
soldiers?

The PREMIER: Yes, the great bulk of
them, There have been 70 clearances during
the present vear. Since the ‘inception of
the board, the advances have totalled
£7,204,160. The balance outstanding to-day
is £1,249,653. The board has done a great
deal of very wseful work and has cnabled
a couple of fhousand farmers, who otherwise
might have been driven off their land
in 1815, to stay on their bloeks and, for
the most part, make good. The chients

of the board have produced over six
million pounds’ worth of wheat since
1915. The sccurities of the board have

not been all one could wish for, becanse
during the war land valies depreciated
tremendously.  However, the value of land
has sinee increased, and so improved the
board’s securities. T believe there will be a
still further increase in land values, and of
course a corresponding move in the securities
held by the board. The member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon, W, G, Angwin), who
was chairman of the select committee that
inquired iuto the working of the board, will
agree that it is impossible to allow the Act
to lapse. It is very uscful in the settling of
the soldicrs. But for the Act we should have
to take over the movable assets of the sol-
diers we are assisting. That would be alto-
gether  undesirable, heing both costly and
cumbersome. The Act provides the best pos-
sible means of securing the board for the
advances made to the soldier settlers. T
move-—

That the Bill be now recad a second time.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle [6.10]: I had hoped the Government
would consider the advisability of closing
down the LAB., Of course that might neces-
sitate an amendment of the Agricultural Bank
Act. There are on the LA.B. some people
who will never be clear. It would be better
if the Agricoltural Bank Aet were amended
to allow the bank to take the value of their
properties, and give those persons now clients
of the board full freedom in dealing with
their crops and their produce.

The Premier: Some of them could not put
in their crops.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: To put in their
erops a large proportion of the clients of the
board are assisted, not by the. Government,
but by private ereditors. If I were a farmer,
a client of the board, and owed you, Mr.
Speaker, £300; and if at the close of the
season I bad a surplus of £300, instead of
that surplus being paid to you, as it should
be, it would be retained by the board for the
purpose of pntting in my crop next year.
So you see, Mr. Speaker, it is not Government
money that is being used for the putting in
of the crop, but the client's money, for which
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8 per cent. is charged. That is the system ob-
taining to-day. It is not fair. When the
farmer has a surplus, it should be paid to
his private creditors. Then, if the board
thought the tarmer’s pusilion warranted =
further advance, the advance ought fo be
made out of the board’s own funds.

The Premicr: You forget that that was
arranged Yeats ago.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No. Tt was the
arrangement until, in 1907, it was altered
and the matter left in the diseretion of the

Minjster. That is the position to-day. It is
unfair that it should obtain for so many
years,

Mr, Latham: It looks as if they were going
to |erpetuate it.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Parliament passed
the original Aect with a view to assisting
the farmer and maintaining the credit of the
State. The chief purpose was to keep the
men on the land, for it was thought they
might poll through, The Premier explaing
that 1,190 of them have pulled through, But
while we have done that for the farmers, in
a large numbetr of instances small store-
keepers have had to go under, That is what
I object to.

The Premier:
had eash.

Haon, W. 0. ANGWIN;
cause of it,

The Premier: Why?

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: T will tell the hon.
member.

Ever since 1916 they have

That lias been the

Sitting suspended from 6.15 io 7.30 p.m.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Before tea I was
pointing out that the system adopted by the
I.AB, has not been beneficial to the creditors.
The Premier interjected, ‘'They have the
eash.’’ That is truc because, on the change
of Government iu 1916, the Premier inski-
tuted new arrangements for clients under the
LAB, Instead of doing as the Act in-
tended

The Premier: They would net have got
any cash otherwise, You hail hetter not say
too much about that.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T am not afraid to
speak of anything connected with this busi-
ness. The intention was nob only to proteet
ond assist the farmers but to protect the
persons who had given the farmers credit
during the lenn years.

The Premier: You are wrong there.

Heon. W. C. ANGWIN: What was the
effect? The Minister gave LA.B. clients the
right to go te their tradesmen for goods, to
the men who had stuck to them during the
lean vears and to whom acecounts were owing.
The Government were paying ecash for the
goods supplied. Whea the system was
changed and the cash was paid te the clients
instead of to the creditors, the creditors lost
their protection. No one has done more to
asgist the Westralian Farmers Ltd. than has
the preseut Premier.

Mr. Davies: And he gets no eredit for it.
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The creditors’
money was devoted to floating co-operative
sccieties and instead of the crediters getting
;h% trade, it went to the Westralian Farmers

td,

Alr. Latham: How eould yon controel ihat?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: By adhering to the
system in vogue prior to the present Premier
taking charge.

Mr. Latham:
samoe,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt was not. While
the farmer required assistance te enable him
to remain on his land, he had no objection
to his creditors going to the dogs; and num-
bers of them did so.

That was practically the

My, Stubbs: That, unfortunately, is too
true.
Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Westralian

Farmers Ltd. beeame the sole aequiring
agents of wheat. They declared a small bonus
in the ferm of bonus shares and the farmers
became sharzhuylders in the Westralian Farm-
ers Ltid. whether they wanted to or not.
These honus shares were a kind of insurance.
If a man died, his friends got the henefit;
if he lived, he got nothing.

Hon. M. F. Troy: He got no help when he
needed it,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is so. The
bonus sharcs ;yave the farmers an interest in
the Westralian Farmers Litd., and their in-
terest was used against other traders that
had stuck to them during the lean years.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is dis-
cussing the principles of the parent Aet. 1f
he is merely doing so by way of illustration,
hic may procesd, but he 13 departing somewhat
from the Bill before the House.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: I wished to point
cut that the Government, instead of continu-
ing the Industries Assistance Act, should in-
troduee a Bill to amend the Apgricultural
Bank Act, and the LA .B. should be abolished.
1f I am transgressing, I shall not refer fur-
ther to that matter beyond saying that,
while the change benefited onc seetion of the
commnnity, it aperated detrimentally to an-

other. 1 trust the next Government:
The Premicr: There will not be any next
Gaovernment.

The Colonial Secretary: You are looking
too far ahcad.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Only a few months.
1 trust that the next Government will take
steps to abolish the LLAB. The board was
instituted to deal with abnormal eonditioms,
Thosze abnormal conditions have passed away.

The Premier: It could not be done.

Hon, W, ", ANGWIN: It could he done
by transfgrring the accounts to the Agrieul
tural Bank and giving clients of the LAB,
power to trade as they think fit, subject of
eourse to their mortgage. Thete are some
clients of the board that have no intention
of paying and no likelihood of making good,
and the soondr we get rid of them the better.
The State cannot continve indefinitely to pay
prople 9s, or 10s. a day plus grants for the
purchase of stock, ete., necessary for thelr
farms. By giving them an opportunity to
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work in their own way, there wiil be a better
chance of closing the operations of the board.
I am not opposed to the board; it haa been
lenienf——

Mr. Latham: Too lenient.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: If it is due. for
any condemnation at all, it is for having
been too lenient. There is no neecessity for
the Government to maintain two staffs of
officers, We bave the LLAB. staff and the
Agricultoral Bank staff working in the same
building keeping two different sets of hooks,
and there would he no necessity for it if the
Agrievltural Bank Acet were altered. 1 hope
the next Government will restore the old con
ditions of trade and deal with these clients
wnder the Agricultural Bank Aect. Many of
the clients are greatly handicapped; thep
eannot put in an aere of crop unless an in-
spector tells them how to do it; they cannot
buy a pig without the permission of the
board; they cannot order a wheelbarrow un
less they first receive the board’s approval.
These conditions cannet continue indefinitely;
the soorer they are altered the hetter. I am
sorry that the Premier has not sought to
aiter this condition of affairs and close down
the T.A.B. before the end of the present Far-
liament.

On motion by Mr, Latham, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 23rd August.

Hon. M, F. TROY {(Mr. Magnet) {7.41]:
At the outset I express my opposition to the
Bill. While T admit it may be difficult to
arrange a system of representation that would
be universally endorsed by members of this
House, there are features of the Bill that
render it most objectionable, inasmuch as it
will operate contrary to the promise meade
hy the Premier when intraducing the Elee-
toral Distriets Bill last session.

Mr. Davies: How eould he have known?

Hon. M. F. TROY: He ought to have

known.

M, Marshall: He seemed to know a lot
about it then.
HFon. M. F, TROY: A lot of members

seemed to know what was happening before
the Bill was introduced, if one may judge by
the disenssions in the corridor.

The Tremier: I gave no information about
it outside.

Bon.. M, . TROY: Last session the Pre-
mier :aid the quota for the metropolitan
seats would be 6,062 as agninst 7,073 and
there would be 14 seats; in the mining area
the average number of voters wonld he 1,874
with five seats; in the agrieultural area there
woulll he 22 scats with an average of 2,993,
while the central goidfields wonld have four
seats with 3,413 clectors.

The Premier: On the rolls at that time.

Hon. M., T, TROY: On the rolls as they
stood then; I shall eome to that point later.
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i 131)1 makes a most drastic alteration, in-
somnell as it takes from the outhack portions
of the State no fewer than five seats and
tiztefers thiem, threr to the megropolitan arca
aml two to the agricultural area. The oh-
Jectiomahle featury is that the quotas, which
nienbers thought would we provided under the
Bill and which t'we Premier led us to believe
would e peovided. have been entirely de-
parted from. In some respects the more re-
maote mining areas, on the verge of our ecivili-
sution, have & quota almost equal to that
provided for the agrievltural districts that
arc close to and nearly akin to the. city.
From the map members will find that
under the proposed redistribution, Murehison
emhrnees the Mt. Magnet, Cue, and Murchi-
son eleetorates. It extends from the Greca-
ough and Irwin on the west, from the new
ejectorate of Mt Marshall on the south, right
across that great area of country eontiguous
to Gascoync and Roebourne, adjoining Pilbara
on the north, and then extends east {o the
South Australian border. With the possible
exception of Kimberley it is the largest elee-
torate in Western Australin. The Murchison
is arranged with a quota of 2,202 clectors.
When we compare it with Gascoyne and Ree-
hourne we find the arrangement is grossly un-
fair to the Murchison people. Gascovne, a
much smaller territory and contiguous to the
new Murchison seat, has a quota of 1,057,
while the Murchison, an electorate several
times as bhig, has a quota of 2,202. Roe-
hourne, an electorate about one-sixth the size
of Murchizon, has a quota of 587, and Mur-
ehison 2,202, Pilbara, a little more remote,
but adjoining the Murchison, has a quota of
720. The Murchison has a queta equal to
the combined electorates of Roebourne, Gas-
eoyne, and Pilbara, and much of its territory
iy as remote, if not more se, than these other
electorates. 1 take the strongest possible
exception to a representation of that sort
for the Murchison. While the Gascoyne has
an area of 30,000 square miles, the Murehi-
son has an area of 122000 square miles, two
and a-half times that of the Gascoyne. The
Murehison also has more than twice the num-
ber of electors. The Murchison districts
ought to have two seats under this Bill. We
were convineed that under this scheme of
electoral representation the Murchison muwst
lose one seat, leaving it with twe scats. No
ecnsus has been taken sinee 1921, no elee-
tiona have been held since, and the rolls have
not since been hrought up to date. At the
last census, the population of the Murchison
electorates was 3,554, The weakness of this
proposal is that, whereas the Electoral De-
partment has been striking names off the roll
in all these areas, with the alleged object of
purifying the roll, no effort has been made
to add a single name to the roll. There are
bundreds of people who are not on the
roll,

Mr. Davies: That is their responsibility.

Hon. M. ¥, TROY: The Government are
not justificd in bringing down a measure of
this description without first taking the full-

e~t preeantion 1o see that the rolls are in
order.

Mr, Latham: Hear, hear!

Mon, A, F. TROY: The electorates shovlil
Fave been framed on o proper popumlativu
basis, It is oot within the means of wem-
bers rejresenting outback centres to spend
large sums of monex to get names on the
roill, That is the provinee of the Klectoral
Lepartment. I have every authority for say-
ing t'at there arc huandreds of men in the
baelk country, ot mining Aelds, on stations,
well sinking, beundary riding and feneing,
who have not their names on the roll. The
department merely writes to the loeal mining
registrar, instructing him to purify the rolls
in his district. That officer then strikes off
all the names of the people he knows have
left the distriet, but he can know nothing
whatever abont people who are living scores
of miles away from his centre.  These men
are disfranchised under this Bill, Sinee 1921
there has been wo great reduction of popu-
latton on the Murchison. If an electorn!
canvass were made it would be found that
there are even more electors in the Murchison
district than there were in 1921. While the
extremity of the Gascoyne electorate is 510
miles from Perth, the extremity of the new
Murehison eclectorate is 830 miles away. Is
the Mlurehison any more aceessible to the
metropolitan area than the Gascoynef

Mr. Tecsdale: Yes. Tt hna 500 miles of
railway.

Hon. M. F. TROY: From Geraldton a man
ean reach the Gascoyne much guicker than
ke canm get to the Murchison, The
means of communication between Perth and
the Gascoyne are more rapid than they are
between Ferth and the Murchison. There is
the weekly aerial serviee between Geraldton
and Carnarvon, and that centre is only 24
hours' sail from Geraldton. Ome can travel
through the Gascoyne in one-third of the time
it takes to travel through the Murchisen.

Mr. Angelo: How many electors are therc
i the castern half of the Murchison?

Mr. TROY: How many are there in the
eastern half of the Gascoyne?

Mr. Apgelo: Hundreds.

Mr. Chesson: Niggers.

Mr, Teesdale: There are wore than in the
Murchison,

Hon. M. F. TROY : It is wrong that people
in the back country of the Murchison, who
suffer from the same disadvantages and lack
of conveniences, and who have also taken on
the great work of developing the back coun-
try, as is the case with the people of Roe-
hourne and Gascoyne, should be denied the
same proportion of represenfation. But we
have not asked even that. If two seats had
been allewed to the Murchison we would have
thought it a fair and eguitable distribution.
There were rumours in the lohbies that mem-
bers of Parliament—I do not say members
of this Hnuse—could tell other members just
what arrangement wag being made in regard
to certain houndaries. Before this discussion
is over it will be found that what I state is
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correck. Members discussed the proposed
boundaries ef the seats in this House, and
were fairly aceurate in regard to many of
them.

Mr. Davies: They must have guessed them.

Mr. Marshall: Guessed them!

Hon. M. F. TROY: Members who repre-
sent the Gascoyne, Pilbara and Roebourne
seats cannot vote for the Bill, if they want
to give fair representation to the pegple ad-
Jacent to them. Is not an elector on one side
of an imaginary line equal to the elector on
the other¥ Why shonld mot an elector on
cither side of an imaginary line, dividing
the Rocbourne and Murchizson electorates,
have similar representation? A Bill that
gives one set of individuals twice the voting
power of that possessed by their neigh-
bours is not equitable. Let me now disenss
the agricultural districts. The Avon i3 an
electorate adjacent to Perth. One can get on
the train in the city and be there in a few
heurs. It extends along the Eastern Gold-
ficlds railway, and is a very compact elec-
torate. One ¢an reach every centre in it with-
in a few hours. It enjoys many facilities and
advantages that people in the back country
epnnot get. Its quota, under the Bill is 2,900
and that of the Murchison 2,202, The Bev-
erley clectorate is also adjacent to Perth,
and within a few hours journey of it. It is
one of the old esiablished portions of the
State, and its people enjoy all those facilities
eommon to up-to-date localities. Tts quota
is 2,511, while that of the vast Murchisen,
which stretches from the mid-south to the
South Australian border, is 2,202.

Mr, Marshall: It is a erying shame.

Hon, M. F. TROY: Ts that a fair and
equitable redistribution of seats? The Irwin
seat is a little more remote than Beverley,
but it is adjaeent to the metropelitan area,
and is accessible by two lincs of railway.
One can board the train in Perth at 8 o’clock
at night and be in the Irwin electorate within
a few hours. Its quota is 2,680, and that
of the Murchison 2,202. When we compare
the remotencss of the Murchison from the
capital, and the diffienlties under which the
people labour, can it be considefed that the
Murehison has a fair representation as con-
pared with the electorates I have mentioned?
Pingelly is another clectorate. I admire the
present member who represents it, and hope
he will long continue to do so. This distriet
also is adjacent to the eity, and enjoys all the
social and edueational advantages peculiar
to the older established country towns of the
State. Its quota is 2,500, as compared with
the Murchison of 2,202. Can any hon. mem.
Ler congider that the Commissioners have pro-
vided a fair quota in that respect? T% is not
a fair proposition. Any membher who wants
to do justice tn the country will not be justi-
fied in supporting the measure. Now let me
come to the new electorate of Mt. Marshall,
which is certainly more remote than Pingelly
or Beverley, though its remoteness is nothing
as compared with that of the Murehison,
Yet Mt. Marshall has a quota of 2,400, and
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the vast Murchison a quotd of 2,200, And
we ore told that that is a fair method of
electoral redistribution. There i3 still another
comparison [ wish to make, apd it is as re-
gords the new electorate of Plantagenet. That
new electorate, lying adjacent to Albany, in
ane of the most favoured elimatic portions of
the State, as well aa one of the oldest estab-
lished, has a quota of 2,472, or only 200 more
than the rast Murchison, with its thovsands
of miles of territory. And we are told that
in the wisdom of the Commissioners this i
a fair and equitable method of redistribution.

Haon. W, C. Angwin: Their proposal is as
bad as the present position,

Hon, M, !, TROY: There never was any
reason for the Plantagenet clectorate. The
distriet known as Kendenup, where there
must have been 1,000 votes, is a distriet which
ig reducing in population.  Hundreds are
leaving it. The possibilities are that Kende-
nop will utterly collapse. If the population
of Plantagenet were counted to-day, it would
not ecqual the quota provided for the Mur-
chison. I say that is a damnable system of
redigtribution. What inspiration wag there
to snggest an electorate at Plantagenet?

Mr. Davies: Whom do you suggest?

Hon. M. F. TROY: 1 ask the hon, membear
what does le suggest? Who inspired the
whole thing? We knew here last year, when
the Fleetoral Distriets Bill was heing dis-
cussed, that there was going {0 be a new
electorate called Plantagenet. It was men-
tioned here.

Mr. Mann: I never heard it

Hon. M. F. TROY: Of course, the hon.
member would not. He never does. There
never was any hecessity for the Plantagenet
eleatorate. If there was any necessity for
new agrieultural electorates—T admit there
wag—if was in the more progressive districts

which have gone ahead during the last
ten years—to the east of the Great
Southern line and to the north of the

Eastern Goldfieids line. I ask again who
ingpired the Plantagenet electorate? Why
was that electorate formed? Why was
a mnew clectorate created in the most un-
progressive agricultural portion of Western
Australia? The Commissieners, if they had
any knowledge at all of the development of
the eountry, must have recognised that cast
of the Great Southern and north of the East-
ern Goldficlds railway there had been the
most rapid agricultural development in West-
ern Avstralia for the past ten years, With
the collapse of Kendenup, the Plantagenet
district to-day does not possess the quota pro-
vided for the huge Murchison electorate. The
Premier ean go to the clectors on this re-
distribution, but T warn him that as far as
T possibly ean T shall tell the people of the
country just how this Bill has been arranged.

The Premier: What about the 1913
measure? .

Hon, M. F. TROY : Did the 1913 measure
impose the gross imjustices that this Bill im-
poges on the men in the back countryt No.

The Premier: T say it did.
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Hon, M. F, TROY: I say it did not. Did
the 1913 measure provide tor au electorate
in Plantagenet, the most unprogressive agri-
The
Cominissioners must have been wanting in
knowledge, or wanting in wisdom; otherwise
they could never have arranged a scheme of
representation on the basis they did. Let
me say, as a further proof of the incom-
petence of the Commissioners, and I say that
advisedly

The Premier: The Commissioners eould
not please everybody.

Hon. M, P, TROY: Anyhow, they have
pleased somebody. This Bill, providing for
that huge electorate of Murchison a quota of
2,200, gives little more than the same guota
for the other goldficlds electorates. In fact,
the Commigsioners have arranged the matter
so badly that they provide a quota of 500
more for the huge Murchison electorate than
for the electorate of Coolgardie, and 500 more
than for the clectorate of Leonora, and 700
more than for the electorate of Kanowna.
The Premier says we ought to be pleased
with this as a fair and equitable system of
redistribution,

The Premier:

I had nothing te do with
it.
Hon. M. F. TROY: The comparisons I have
given show how grossly unfair the whole pro-
position is to the back country. The Bill
takes five seats from the hack country, five
scats from the most remote parts of the State.
And wlo are the people disfranchised in this
manner? They are the people living on the
very frontiers of what may be termed the
civilisation of Western Australia. They are
the very salt of the earth so far as Western
Austraiia is concerned. They are the pioneers.
They are the people who go out back to
live under the worst conditions, who take on
the meost risky and most nnhealthy necupa-
tions. They are men who take their wives
and children away from all the educational,
social and medical advantages of the cities.
And those are the people to whom this Bill
deals the heaviest blow. I do not worship
the fetish of one vote one value. "What we
ought to consider in this country is not the
question of one vote one valoe, but the ques-
tion of political equality. In my opinion, the
cleser the people are situated to the seat of
government, the greater political pull they

have and the greater political influcnee
they wield.

Mr. Money: As proved by the growth of
the cities,

Hon. M. F. TROY: Absolutely. The peo-
ple who have been penalised by this measure
have never had political equality, have never
had the representation they are entitled to.
The people who go out in the far back
country, away from all advantages, and under
the worst climatic conditions, are so remote
from the seat of government, that they have
never had political equality; and therefore
it is the duty of the House aocw to hring
about, as far as possible, political equality.
This Bil! does not give it. It is unreasonable
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to suggest that a Bill which provides the same
quota for the huge Murchison electorate,
stretching over thousands of square miles, as
for electerates mear Perth, iz o Bill that is
fair and just to the people living outback.
The people of the Murchison are even more
disndvantageously situated than the people
of the Gascoyne and Roebourne clectorates, a
censiderable proportion of whom live ad-
jacent to the sea coast. The people of the
Murchison live very tar away from the sea-
coast, in a locality where during summer time
the conditions are almost unbearable. Iandeed,
they live under most undesirable conditions.
They are helping to pioncer the wealth of
this State. Without them the populations of
our cities would not exist. And the quota pro-
vided for the Murchison people is equal to
the quota provided for country clectarates ad-
jacent to the scat of government. 1 have al-
ready said that this Bill must be inacceptable
to the Housc on the ground that the rolls on
which the redistribution was arranged were
incomplete. I have already said that no at-
tentpt was tnade by the Electoral Office to put
a solitary name on the rolls in the back coun-
try. There are in this country thousands of
people who are disfranchised, and therefore
the Government have no buosiness to bring
down a measurc of this kind and ask for the
suppuel of the House when the redistribution
is arranged on a basis that is incorrect. The
electoral rolls are not correct now; they are
very incomplete. As I said when the Elee-
toral Distrirts Bill was being discussed, I do
not think the Commissioners were competent
for the job.

Mr. Teesdale: Your side said the work
could be done by a schoolboy sitting in an
office.

Mr. Munsiec: The Commissioners never
went out of the office, which is proof of the
correctness of the statement.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: TIf T had only 500
clectors I would not say too much about this
redistribution.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The member for Roe-
bourne {Mr, Teesdale) should hold his peace.
He represents 540 electors, and he makes more
noise in this House than a member repre-
senting 10,000, With all due respect to the
Commissioners, I say that the Chief Justice,
on his own admission, which was made
when speaking jocularly at Bunbury, is not
the man for this joh. He looked
upon it from a legal asrect only.
What does he know about community of in-
terests?

Mr. Pickering: What does it mean?

Heon, M., F. TROY: What does the Chief
Justice know about what has been aceom-
plished in Western Australia? What does
he know about the areas for which he has
to provide electoral boundaries?t He has
never seen those areas. He knows nothing
whatever about them, not more than the
veriest schoolboy knows about them. We
come now to another of the Commissioners,
Mr. Camm. What does Mr. Camm know
about this great country?
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The Premier: He ought to kEnow some-
thing about it.

Hon, M. ¥. TROY: What does ie know
about it¢ What area of this country has
Mr, Camm secn in the last six yeurs? What
development has he seen in the last six
years! He came from Northam to Perth.
Has he been in the back country? Does he
know anything about the back country, its
interests and people, beyond what he hns
been told? How cun he know? low can
we know what hal.pens in parts of the State
which we have never seen? How ean we
kuow beyond whai we are told? These men
were merely office men!

The Premier: Camm is not an ofice man,

Hon. M, I°. TROY: He has been an office
man for years., He was at Northam for
years and knows nothing about the northern
parts of this State. He knows very little
ahout this State at all, not nearly as much
as members of this Chamber. He does not
move about the country and cannot under-
stand its changes.

Mr. Davies: Is this the time to question
the personnel of the Commissiont

Hon, M. F. TROY: That is my business!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. M. P, TRQY: The member for Guild-
ford can please himself what he docs.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Mount
Magnet is diseussing the work of the Com-
mission.

Hon, M, F, TROY: Most decidedly, and I
contend that the Commissioners were not
competeht for the work, What does the
Chief Electoral Officer, Mr. Cooke, know
abont the country districts ¢ He knows least
of all. What does he knew beyond what he
ascertains from the figures placed before
him¥ What does he know about community
of interests and the physical features of the
countrv? Te is uan office man purely and
simply, aml has rarely been outside his
office. We might just as well have ap-
pointed any eity man with offlice environ-
ment and would have got the same result.

Mr. Chesson: We could not have got
worse.

Hon. M. P, TROY: That is se. We now
see how the Commisstoners accomnplishea
their work! T have shown the Mouse the
queta they gave to the Murchison electorate
and compared it with that allotted to the
Plantagenet, Mount Marshall, Trwin, ana
Pingelly electorates, to demonstrate how
mueh they knew of the work, what they
accomplished, and with what sort of justice
they carried out their duties. How have
the members of that Commission earried out
their instructions mnder the Electoral Dis-
tricts Act? One of those instructions was
that they should consider the meuns of con-
munication and distanee from the eapital.
If they considered that peint, how could
they arrange one huge eclectorate such as
that of the Murchison and give the same
quota, within a few hundred, as these
allotted to e'ectorates contiguous to Perth?
Yet we are told they followed instroctions!
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Rather have they departed from their in-
structions entirely.

Mr. Angelo: Do not forget Geraldtow,
with the quota of 2,500,

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: I include Geraldton,
Bunbury, Nertham and all those electorates
which one ¢an traverse in one day. The
quota in those electorates is oniy a few
hundred in excess of the JMurchison, which
could only be traversed in a few months,

Hon. W. (. Angwin: It is only a fow
hours’ journey from Geraldton to the Gus-
covne clectorate,

Mr- Angelo: 1 gravelled for 2,000 miles
from Carnarvon and did not see all the sta-
tions in the electorate.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I travelied through
my electorate for w month and could not ane
half of the stutions there,

Mr. Augelo: You have not got them.

Hon, M. F. TROY: Yes, T have.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The member for
Gascoyne has no stations away from the
coast.

Mr, Angelo: There are over 100

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Close to the coast.

Hon, M. P. TROY: I have voiced my
oppesition to thc measure. T do not deny
that I am personally affected by the
measurc. I appeal to hon. members to look
at this proposition fairly and regject the
Bill. Justice has not been done to the areas
where the people have done more for the de-
velopment of the State than have those in
any other part. T do not wish to make in-
vidiouws distinetions, [ say advisedly that the
people living in remote arcas under adverse
conditions, deprived of those fagilitics for
edneation and socinl life afforded people in
mare settled arveas, are entitled to fair repre-
sentation in this Chammber. The Bill does not
give that to them, T would not be human,
ner would T he decent te my own people. if
[ did not protect their intevests to the last.
T have represented them for nearly 20 years,
I have a great deal of affection for them. T
know their difficulties. I know the hopeless-
ness of the outlook for waay of them, T
know of their privations, suffered in an in-
hospitable elime, Beeause of these eonsidera-
tions, T am not justified in voting for a mea-
sure which secks to impose such unfair repre-
sentation. | make my objection in  the
strongest possible fanguage, and T hope hon.
nwemhbers will not agree to the measnre pass-
ing this Chamber.

On motion by My, Johnston, debate ad-
journed.

RILL=PINJARRA-DWARDA RATLWAY
FXTENSION ACT AMENDMEXNT.
Second Reeding.

Dehate resumed from the 23rd Aupgust.
Mr, HTCKMOTT (Pingelly) [8.24]: I
am rather astounded and astonished, after
all the evidenee furnished regarding the
Pwardn-Xarrogin railway, tn find that the
Government seerm anxiens to commenee build-
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ing the line. I attended a meeting at Codja-
totine on the 18th August, The mecting was
well advertised and  the oppertunity was
gi\pn ta thace interested to attend, There
was o fairly large and very reprusentative
patkering, drawn from the ‘district. The
member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. John-
ston) was nlso invited, so that all sides of
the question eould he discussed. .

AMr. .Tohnston: You did not invite me and
yott are the member for the distriet.

Mr, HICEMOTT: 1T konow Mr.
was invited to attend. for T saw the an.
nouncenent in the paper. He did not scem
inclined to attend the mecting, for he was
not there.

Mr. Johknston:
viiation.

Mr, HICKMOTT: Two resolutions were
adopted. AL the public meeting a resolution
was agreed to that the extension should go
to Codjaloline, in accordance with the re-
gnmmendation of the Railway Advisory
Board. Tbhe chairman of the Hotham Rail-
way League said he woumld nof be bound by
any resolution ecarricd at the meeting,
Dircctly after the public meeting was con-
cluded, the memkbers of the Hotham Railway
T.eagve met and earried a similar resolution,
namely, that the railway should be extended
to Codjatotine Pool, as recommended by the
advisory board. On a previous occasion, cvi-
denee was placed hefore the House showing
that if the line were built it would be almost
unworkable, and the Commissioner of Rail-
ways has stated that he would sooner carry

Joknzton

T did not get a proper in-

the goods traflic by the Great Scuthern railway .

and allow freight on 1he shorter distance. Tt
will thus be seen that if the line is built, it
will be a losing proposition for the railways
for all time. At the public mecting the reso-
Iution was agreed to by 40 votes to 25.

Mr. Johnston: The 40 people were mastly
from the Great Southern,

Mr. MICKMOTT: Those who were op-
posed to the resolution were a fow people re-
siding around Dwarda, and, of ecourse, the
Nurrogin people.

Mr. Johnston:
from Narrogin.

Mr. HICEMOTT: The people veting
agninst the resolution mostly live close to the
time. T asked them why they wanted the line
to go to Narrogin. One man said he wanted
to take his cream to the butter factory at
that centre, while another said he wanted to
take his stock to the market. T will leave
il to the House to judge whether it is rea-
sonable to build the line for a few dairvinen
who wish to take a little eream from Dwarda
and Wandering to Narrogin when they could
send it to the metropolitan market by the
present line. It would be hetter to huild 2
hutter faetory at Dwarda, if that is war-
ranted. than to conatruct the line proposed.
The stronegest argumert in favour of the pro-
nosition is {hat the line has alreadly heen
avttoricsed by Parliamrent, But for the last
eitht or nine vears there has heen no im-
preverent in the district, nor is there more

There wag not a soul there
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production there than was the case prev-
ipugly. That does not appear to warrant the
expenditure of such a large sum of money.
The only other argument in favour of the line
was advanced by the Minister for Works, who
said it would enable timber between Pinjarra
and Dwarda to be shifted. I helieve there
are several mills there and that a consider-
able quantity of timher is cut and stacked
at ihose mille. Tf we are to take any notice
of ile people who are in charge of our rail-
wavs., however, it is not likely that the tim-
ber will e earried over the line, They wonld
sooner convey the timber over the longer dis-
taonee and allow the freight for the shorter
distance.  Although our railways are not pay-
inr at present. they are to be Turther robled
ot freight by this propesal. 1 very much re-
gret we did not have an epportunity to thor-
onghly investigate the question last seasion.
T moved for o select committee to go into the
ntattor.

Capt. Carter: That is the most reasonable
coursa te adopt.

Mr. HICKMOTT: Unfortunately my
inotion did not come on until the close of the
session, when it was uscless to persevere with
it. However, at the end of this debate I will
nmove to refer the Bill to a select committee.
I sec no other way of satiafactorily settling
the question. T have herc a cireular letter
from the secretary of the Hotham Valley-
Woodlands Railway League,

Mr. Johnston: That is the new league, not
the original one.

My, HICKMOTT: The letter rcads as fol-
lows:—

We thought the present time an eppor-
tune one for placing a few facts before
vou in refercnce to the proposed deviation
of the Dwarda-Narrogin railway line now
hefore Parliament. Tt is claimed that this
deviation for five miles will meet the needs
of the HFlotham Valley settlers. We here
state that it does not do so, that it only
serves a few of the many settlers requiring
railway facilities. At the present time,
when the Government are economising in
every way to keep the finances of the State
in a good position, we view with alarm
the faet that the Government intend pro-
cecding with the building of the Dwarda-
Narrogin line. This railway will not serve
any morc people than a line run from
Dwarda to Codjalotine, a distance of 13
miles. All settlers along the Hotham Valley
will then be bronght to within cight or
ten miles of the railway. There is no need
for the Narrogin portion to he built, as it
will not serve any more settlers, but pro-
ceed through thousands of acres of poor
country infested with poison, which will
never produce much of anything. We stand
solidly belind Messrs. Hickmott and Greig
in their attitnde towards this railway, We
sineerciy hope the Government will see the
wisdom of this line of procedure, and not
sanction ncedless expenditure of public
money when 13 miles of railway will serve
evervone. A railway advisory board’s re-
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port {1921) on this route is in the hands
of the Govevnment, strongly recommending
that the line be built from Dwarda to Cod-
jatotine,
That is the voice of the people. A linc built
on the routec recommended by the advisory
board would bring all the settlers within
reasonable distance of the railway. T think
members will agree that the Bill should be
sent to n sclect committee to determine
whether the line from Dwarda to Narrogin
is worth building, or whether the 13 miles
prog:esed would not be in the best interests,
as well of the State as a whole as of the
peeple in the distriet.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
J.  George—Murray-Wellington—in  reply)
[8.35}: The Government have no other desire
than to sec the line placed where it will
be of greatest benefit to the greatest number.
1t is not easy to reconcile the representations
made by the member for Pingelly with cer-
tain communications I have here, TFirst there
is a telegram from Mr. Price, of Codjatotine,
az follows:—

Large vepresentative wmdeting 2Gth ap-
proved of deviation Dwarda-Narrogin rail-
way. Urge early construction.

Then T have another from a gentleman named
Treasure.

Capt. Carter: For whom does Mr, Treasure
speak?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Appar-
ently for the Noombling settlers. I do not
know him,

Mr. Johnston: He has been spokesman for
the Noombling settlers before.

Mr. Wilson: He sends a good many tele-
grams. He sent mo ome.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
what he says:—

Latest deviation survey suits all Noom-
bling settlers. Tmmediate construction re-
quested.

I have here a letter from Mr. George Darcey,
as follows: —

The ‘‘Pingelly Leader’’ of last Thurs-
day publishes a report of a meceting held
at Cedjatoting on the 18th August. By this
rerort you will notice the meeting asked for
a railway to be built to Codjatotine. At
a meeting following, our Railway League
(poorly attended) upheld the motion. May
I point ot that thiz meeting was not fally
attended by wmembers of the league. The
meeting was called to hear something of

importance from Maessrs, Greig and Hick-

mott. We did not expect the weeting, and
a number of our members, not heing inter-
ested in Mr. Greig, did not attend, On
Sunday last we held a meeting of the leavue
{only four members absent} and rescinded
the motion carried on the 18th August. T
think you and other members will apree
we were justified in taking this action
when T point out that the meeting of the
T8h Aveast was a packed house, some
people coming from as far as 40 miles
east. T have been instructed to write to
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Sir James Mitehell on behalf of the league,

and I enclose a copy of the letter. Mr.

Greig will use as an argument in favour

of stopping the Bill for the deviation re-

sult of meeting of 18th. I suggest you
inform your supporters of the league’s
action on the 26th.
Then I have auother letter from Mr, Darcey,
as follows:—

At o meeting of Hotham Valley railway
league on Sunday, 26th August, I was in-
structed to write you that we commend
your action in bringing in a Bill for the
deviation of the Narrogin-Dwarda line.
We are of opinion this line will be of great
help to returned men and other settlers.
Capt. Carter: The whole thing wants sift-

ing.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There are
always ail mauner of opinions expressed
lceally when a route is in question. I
have had such experience as a contractor
and as 3 contractor’s manager. [ have read
these communications so that the House
might understand the difficulties confronting
tha Government. We desire to do the best,
not only for the State, but for the people
settled in the distriet and for those others
likely to settle there. The wember for Pin-
gelly (Mr. Hickmott) says the Commissioner
of Railways is prepured to haul goods over
the longer distance and charge the lower
freight. As one who has had to do with the
management of railways all my life, I say
that if T’ were Commissioner again to-day I
should net he satisfied until T had conneetion
between Dwarda ahd some point on the Great
Southern to deal with the traffiec which will
come, not only from the timber mills, but
from the farming areas surrounding the dis-
trict. To suggest that it would be wise to
earry timber, say, 93 miles to Pinjarra, from
Pinjarra to Perth, from Perth to Spencer’s
Brook and thence down the Great. Southern,
rather than carrying it anything from 20 to
45 miles, scems to me the height of folly.

Mr. Money: You are ignoring the Collie-
Narrogin line altogether. That is where the
timber mills are.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That does
not matter. The distriet has a right to pro-
per facilities to enable it to do its work apd
to an outlet for the timber is produces, which
is ten times more than is earried by the
Collie-Narrogin railway.,

Mr. Money: Have you any estimate of the
revenne to be earned by this proposed rail-
way? i

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is not
necessary to enter fully into the contraversy,
heeause the whele thing has been thrashed
out before. Tt is for'the ITovse to judge.

Mr. Broun: ITow ean the House judge if
you give us no particulars?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The par-
ticalars have been given times without nom-
ber; indeed the Houvse deci®ed Jong ago. The
Speaker would not allow me to deal with all
these points when T am  merely reply-
ing to the debate. Tf the House de-
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a new course of

the Government,
no personal interests in the question, to
take steps to carry out that decision,
It is impossible to build a railway anywhere
without some eople feoling disgruntled and
dissntisfied, and it would be a relief to arrive
at a decision on a matter which bas been in
dispnie for the last nine years. This question
has been debated in the House several timea
and the House has pronounced upon it. We
started to give effect to the decision of the
House and then, in consequence of some ex-
pressions of reeling, we tried to ascertain
whether things could be worked out better
than under the original survey.

Capt. Carter: Did the House decide in
oppesition to the Advisory Board’s report of
1921 that recommended the building of the
ling to Codjatotine?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
speak as to that offhand.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister had better
ot enter into & general discussion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKY: [ quite
realise that you, Mr. Speaker, would check
me if I attempted to do so. The Government
were preparing to give effect to the decision
of the Howvse and then, in defercnee to the
expressious of feeling, the Government made
further inquirics, Eventually they came to
the ronclnsion that a deviation such as 1
have mentionad would meet the situation, If
the House thinks differently, it is for the
House to say so.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

action, it
who have

cides uapon
will he for

I cannot

To Refer to Select Committee.

Mr. HICEMOTT (Pingelly) 18.47]: 1
move—

That the Rill be referred to a Select
committce.

Mr. JOHNSTON  (Williams-Narrogin)
[8.48]: I hope the Government will oppose
the motion. The position is not analagous
to that of a new railway being proposed for
the first time. This raillway was authorised
Jn 1915 and it is the only railway authorised
at that time that to-day is not well in hand
or approachiny completion.  This Bill was
passed in the same month as the Bill author-
1sing the line from Kukerin to Lake Grace,
and that linc hag been operating for six or
fEYED years.

Capt. Carter: But that was a very different
propesition.

Mr. JOHXNSTOX: The people of that dis-
triet have had the advantage of the line all
those xecars.

Capt. Carter. But they had no line at all
before.

Mr. JOHNSTON: This propesal was beld
up on account of the war. A large number
of people are scttled in the distriet

Cart, Carter: They have settled there siace
the war.
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Mr, JOONSTON: And they would have
had a line years ago but for the war. I
could point out in ‘*Hansard’’ that the Min-
ister for Railways has said so on many occa-
sicns.  During these years since 1915 we have
bud the pleastis of visits by severai Premiers
—XMr. Scaddan, Sir Henry Lefrey and Sir
James Mitchell—and eaciv of them has told
representative gatherings of scttlers that the
railway would be built as soon as the war
epded or as soon as the finances permitted.
Fittcen months ago, while the Premicr was
in England, the Government decided to build
this railway, und Mr. Colebatch told Mr.
T. A. Hardie, a scttler in the district, and
wie, that he howed the line would be com-
pleted in ampie time for the coming harvest.

Mr. Hickmolt: What are they going to
harvest?

Alr. JOHNS3TON: Everything that can be
grown an the fertile districts west of the
Great Sounthern Railway.

Mr. Hickmott: They do not grow anything.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Wonl, mutton, milk,
eream, hay, ouats, practically every thing that
man Ttequires for food eor clothing can be
grown in this fertile area.

Mr, Mickmott: They have a railway now.

Mr, JOHNSTON: The niember for Pin-
pelly (Mr. Hiekmott) told us a year ago
that he had mever heen through the district
between Narcogin and@ Dwarda. 1 am speak-
ing of a locality with which I have been inti-
mately acquainted for 20 years. After Mr,
Colebatch made his pronouncement the Gov-
ernntent started to construct the railway, and
twelve miles of clearing were actually carried
out by the Public Works Department.

Mr. Hickmott: An inquiry will not delay
the work much longer.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Afterwards a deputa-
tion came to Perth, headed by Mr. Treasure.
He has heen aceepled as the spokesman of
the Noombling seldier settlers, and so far as
I know he ig their spokesman. His property
is the original Noombling homestead on the
north side of the estate, so he is further from
the line than most of the others,

Capt. Carter: Do yon think he would ob-
jeet te an inquiry like this?

Mr. JOHNSTON: A year ago the hon.
member moved for an inquiry and his pro-
posal was before the Howse thronghont the
session, Though I was opposed to any delay
T heeame reconciled to an inquiry. At the
el of the session, when it camce to deciding
the personne! of the cominittee, the member
for Pingelly withdrew his inotion. M. Greig,
a member of another place, made a speceh in
which he stated, very unfairly to the member
for Pingelly, ihat he had inspired that gen-
leman te move the motion. That is recorded
in ‘‘Hansard.’” It was very unfair to the
member for Fingelly and it is distinetly sig-
nificant that Mr. Greig is in town again to-
day and in this Chamber, although another
place is not sitting.

Mr. SPFEAKER: T do not know that that
has anything te do with the motion for a
select committee.
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Mr, JOHNSTON: Since then, whenever
the Government have made a start with the
work, something has oceurred to delay it. In
Nurrogin the other day I was informed that
therc is a party of surveyors looking over
the route that the line is to take.

The Ministor for Works: Not to my know-
ledge.

Mr, JOHNSTON: That is what I was
informed. Though £50,000 appeared tin the
Loan Bill for this railway nothing has been
done. It is unfair to the residents of the
distriet that those members who moved for
a select committee last yvear and withdrew
the motion, should again prefer a similar
request just when the Government have
decided upon a proposal to give the Noom-
bling soldier settlers all they ask for and
serve the whele district between Narrogin
and Dwarda as well. The Government have
done the fair and square and honest thing,
and the House should insist on the construz-
tion of the railway being proceeded with.
Regarding the conflicting letters received,
the Hotham Valley railway league at Codja-
totine, of whieh Mr. T. H. Price is the presi-
dent, is the body that has always been
fighting for a deviation of the line, A letter
from the league to the Premier dated the
26th August states that at a meeting held
that day, with only four members of the
league absent, the motion previously carried
had been rescinded.

Mr. Hickmott: The same Mr. Price was
the chairman of the two meetings I referred
to.

Mr. JOHNSTON: But Mr. Price, under
the influence of the member for Pingelly
and Mr, Greig

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not attribute motives to members,

Mr. JOENSTON: I had no intention of
doing so. Mr. Price and his fellow membera
of the leaguc on the 18th August, when Mr.
Hickmott and Mr. Greig were present at the
meeting, together with settlers already
served by the railway at Popanyinning,
passed a motion opposing the propoged
deviation. Then when those two gentlemen
were away, they called another meeting of
the league at which all except four members
were present and resecinded the previouns
resolution, They now approve of the devia-
tion and ask the Government to go on with
the work,

Mr. Money: They do not deny their pre-
vious mecting and decision$

Mr. JOHNSTON: No.

Mr. S?EAKER: T cannot allow the hon.
member to discuss the whole of the merits
and demerits of the route and the construe-
tion of the line. Tbe question is whether a
select committee shall be appointed.

Mr. JTOHNSTON: There is no nced for a
aelect commitice, because the Hotham
Valley railway league and the Noombling
soldier settlers—the railway is to pass
through a corner of the estate—applaud and
approve the Government’s aetion. The only
opponents of the proposal that T know of
are the members of the new leaguc at Wood-
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Jands, already served by the Great Southern

raitway at Popanyinuing, the people who
carried an adverse molion by 40 votes to
23. I urge the House to do justice to the
settlers, between Narrvogin and Dwarda, who
have waited so long for this line, The Bill
was passed in 1915 and the railway has been
promised by each succecding Government,
and the deviation will serve the soldier
settlers on the Noombling estate. This is a
matter of vital importance to a number of
residents in that part of the State. I regret
that the member for Pingelly (Mr. Hiek-
mott) did not accept the very reasonable
compromise brought forward by the Gov-
crnment in this Bill.  All that the tirse
deputation, which resulted in stopping the
construction of the line, asked for, was this
deviation, and this has been granted, It is
unjust to the settlers to further delay the
construction of the work because of the
efforts of the new league.

Mr, Davies: What is your objection to a
select committec?

Mr. JOHNSTON: If a select committee
is appointed it means that the hon. member
will be the chairman and there will be
months more delay. I hope the Government
will stick to the Bill and will not agree to
the motion of the hon. member.

Captain CARTER (Leederville) [9.1]: T
support the motion of the member for Pin-
gelly. T am not aun fait with the proa and
cons of the case and it is not my intention to
discuss them. In the interests of the House
and the country T shonld like to see a frece
and epen opportunity given to every scttler
in the district to express his views before an
official body appeinted by Parliament. The
hon, member who has last spoken has not
stated onc reason why a sclest committee
should not be appointed. During a recent
vigit to portion of the distriet concerned T
gathered that there is a grave conflict of
opinion amongst the people. This is one of
the most potent factors for the appointment
of a seleet committee. There can be nothing
that the advocates of the line desire to hide.
T do not suggest such a thing, but fail to
understand why they ohject to the appoint-
ment of a select committee. .

Mr. Johnston: Why was the motion with-
drawn a year ago?

Capt. CARTER: T do not know, and am
not interested. We are asked to adjudicate
upon this Bill, and to set our seal as a hoard
of dircctors, responsible for the expenditure
of public moneys, upon it. Before we take
any steps that may affect a lot of people and
the finances of the State, we should have the
fullest inquiry into the question. The letters
with which we have heen inundated during
the last few days prove that there is a great
difference of opinion amongst people in the
district affected. From my inexpert view of
the country I should say 2 good deal of it
is of no use, infested as it is with poison and
other pests, According to Mr. Price there is
no neerd for the Narrogin portion of the line
to be built as it will not serve any more set-
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tler«, and will pass through thousonds aof
aeres of joor vountry that are infested with
poison and will never produce muclk of any-
thine., TF the line is tuilt to Codiatatine the
setilers ean Lie lelped in the manner desired,
amd there will e v needd £p a2 fopther ox-
tension {0 link up with Narrogin, which can-
not want the railway wvnless it be from a
| #rochial point of view, 1 have yet to <ev
that any prat henefit wonld acerone from the
timber point aof view., The member for Bun-
bury (Mr. Money) by interjeetion said that
timber can be brought to the Great Southern
via the Callie-Narrogin railway, Seeing that
this railway will serve the timber interests,
we should only he duplicating the service if
we built this additional line. In the intercsts
of the ceuntry, and of sound finance and ad-
minisiration, we should have the fullest in-
quirieg into this question bhefore coming to a
decision. T support the motion.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1 move—
That the debale be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) |9.5]: I eannet understand why the
member for Pingelly (Mr. Hickmott) moved
this motion, Some years age Government
officers recommended the continuation of
the railway through to Narrogin along a
route as straight as possible.

Mr. Harrison: Are you dealing with the
last report or the former report?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T am dealing with
the Bill of 1915. Tt was pointed out that
the construciion of the line in nnother direc-
tion would considerably increase the cosr.
Bridges would have to be bailt that would
be unnecessary along the straight route.
The Bill was then introduced and passcu.
It is all very well for the member for Pin-
gelly te say what the Commissioner of Rail-
wayvs said. In the past the Commissioner
of Railways has always endeavoured to get
as few junetions as possible, That applies
to Narrogin.

The Ministcr for Warks: The Commis-
sioner advised in 1914 that Narrogim was the
best point.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: The Government
again reviewed the positior, after taking ad-
vice. Land has been sold there and devel-
oped, which was not developed at the time
the Bill was passed.  After giving the matter
every consideration the Government found
it advisable to vary the route to the extent
provided in the Bill, in order to suit the
needs of the new settlers. Can the select
committee obtain any more informanon
than membhers of the Government have in
their possession?

Mr. Money :
select committee.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: Not at all. Mem-
bers of the committee would bave to rely
upon the same staff on which the Govern-
ment rely,

That ¢ould apply to any
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Mr, Money:
riake,

Houn. W. ¢, ANGWIXN: Select committees
are at times appointed to investigate mar-
ters and they can obtain evidence which is
nat at the digpesal of the Government.

Mr. Money: We have nn evidence here,

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN : The files bave
been taid on the Table regarding the various
deviarions,

Capt. Carter: But the Bill was introduced
only the other night.

Hon, W. ", ANGWIXN: Various plans were
Iaid on the Table last session, as the Min.
istrr for Works knows. The papers were
first asked for, and wore then placed on tne
Table to give the member for Pingelly an
oppertunity to move for the appointment
of n scleet committee. The Minister for
Works was so suspicious of the actions or
the previous Government that one of the
first things he did on assuming office was,
upon receipt of a letter from the member
for Pingelly, to make an examination into
all the lines previously passed,

The Minister for Works: Tt was not
suapicion; it was perhaps cantion,

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN: Tt wag one of those
matters over which the Government burnea
the midnight oil in a vain-attempt to find
somcthing wrong. Have members opposite
confilence in the Government, or not? The
matter was fully investigated and a Bill
drawn vp according to the advice of the
engineers. The present Government in-
vestiguted the matter, and deeided on the
advice of their officers that this Bill met the
situation, [Ff T were supporting the Govern-
ment and had se little confidence in them
¥ would vote them oot on the first occasion,
I would be very surprised if the Government
supported this motion. 1t was a question
of policy and administration, and they have
given their decision. The whole busiuvess
was deeided some time ago.

Capt. Carter: How often has the route
been altered?

The Premier: Not at all

Capt. Carter: But there was a deviation.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: A devialien that
suited the settlers concerned. Some (ime
ago I was with the Premier in a place about
20 miles from Narrogin. A deputation from
the distriet asked him for a deviation, and
the Ciovernment have given it to them. We
shonld all be pleased if we had a railway
or tramway close tn our backyard. T hope
the House will not pass the motion, hnt will
uphold the Government in  their decision.
The line has been deviated in the best in-
tere<ts of the State and the settlers con-
cerned, The Government could have gone
on with the line without the Bill. This
motion must have been moved for the pur-
pos- of stopping the construetion of the
railway. If one party does not satiafy the
opponents of this line, they try another
party. It would be wrong to rtefer the
matter to a select committee after the Gov-
ernment have given such serious eonsidera-
tion to it.

That would apply fo every
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Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) (9.13]: I op-
ose the appointment of a sclect committee.

am not_altogether wedded to the gystem of
advisory boards. T have had experiencoe of
them in my electorate. These boards do not
really consider all reguirements in connection
with a railway, neither do they make the care-
ful examination of the position they are sup-
poscd to make. One of the principal persons
to advise in the matter of a railway is the
Commissioner of Railways. This House looks
to the Commissioner of Railwaya to make a
profitable proposition of the railways placed
under his control. The present case seems to
me one of individutl interest rather than any-
thing else. Personally, T am not interested
in the route of the railway, but T am in-
terested in the people who have been de-
finitely promised vailway comnunication since
1615, Although I was not in accord with the
route of the raiiway from Busselton to Mar-
garet River

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member ¢annot
disenss railways generally on this metion.

Mr. PICKERING: “Would you indicate
to me, Sir, what I can use in the way of an
argument on this motion if I eaunot give an
instance?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is in
order in giving an instance, but he is not in
order in labouring the question,

Mr. PICKERING: I have been speaking
for ouly two minutes on the metion, and un-
less T am permitied to express my reasons
for opposing the appointment of a select com-
mittee, T might as well sit down. I wish to
point cut that if I had adopted the tastics
of certain members of this Chamber, the rail-
way in my distriet would not have been con-
strueted. The member for Leederville (Capt.
Carter) rose to protest against the fulfilment
of a promise which has been definitely made
by the Government and has been outstanding
for years. 1 would like to know how he
would regard the postponement of the con-
struetion of tramways in Leederville, or a
motion that such a work should be considered
afresh. It is due to the people settled in the
district affected by this motion, people who
have invested their moncy there, that reason-
able faecilities, long promised by Parliament,
shonld no longer be delayed. The member
for North-Bast Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Ang-
win) said—and I believe he said it in full
knowledge of the facis—that the necessary
investigation had been made, and that a de-
viation had heen agreed upon in accordance
with certain interests indicated. Are we to
go on reopening questions indefinitely? This
js not the first time the matter has been
bronght hefore the House. T hope hon. mem-
bers will not eounfenance any further in-
quiry, which would be mercly a waste of the
time of the House, and a breach of promise
to the people affected.

Mr. TATHAM (York) [9.18]: 1 really do
not know whether it is advisable fo have a
geleet committee or not. The Government
have come forward with the offer of a devia-
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tion. Im 1915, when Parliament authorised
this railway, the Railway Advisory Board
thought the direct route would be the best
one, During the long interval which has
clapsed settlement has taken place in the dis-
triet, and it is now felt necessary to ask for
a deviation from the original route. Whether
that deviation gocs far enough is a matter
upon which I think the House should cxipress
its opinion. I do not know whether the ad-
vice which the Government has had convinees
me that five miles is sufficient, having regard
to the fact that we are getting letters ex-
pressing the contrary view from people who
should be ¢ompetent to offer an opinion. Tha
memher for WNorth-East Fremantle (Hon,
W. C. Angwin) considers that the motion to
refer the Bill to a select committee indicates
want of confidence in the Government, 1
do not know that the appointment of a seleck
committee amounts to that, Frequently it is
a means of trying to assist the Government.
On this occasion a refereftee of the question
to a select committee should invelve no detay
whatever to the line. The select committee
should be ahle to come to a decision early
enough to advisc the Honse which i3 the best
route to adept. '

Cipt. Carter: The whole thing could be
done in three days.

Mr. LATHAM: It iz only a short piece of
lineg, and the select committee would not take
long to get over the distance. They should
he able to report before the session closes.
¥However, I have geen so many select commiy-
tees and Royal Commissions appeinted that
I begin to wonder whether the House does
right in sheltering Ministers in this way. In
my oapinion, select committees and Royal
Commissions are no ornaments to a House
of Legislature. If we got some results from
the select committees and Royal Commissions,
we would have more confidence in asking for
their appointment. But T have known the re-
ports of such hodies to be absolutely ignored.
If in this ease the Honse does decide to ap-
point a sclect commitice, I hope the report
of that body will be considered by the Gov-
ernment. Otherwise the investigation will be
a mere waste of time and money.

The Premier: Select committees report to
the House.

Mr. LATHAM: But the Ministry decide
whether the wishes of the House shall he
carried out or not. If Ministers vote for the
appointment of a select committce, T hope
they will give due consideration to the report,
and that they will accept such amendments
in the Bill as the report may show to be
necessary.

Mr, MONEY (Bunbury) [9.23]: Nerver,
probably, has a matter of this kind come be-
fore the House with the representatives of the
very distriet concerned meore utterly at vari-
ance. That faet in itself constitutes a very
good reason why the watter should be in-
vestigated.

Hou. W. C. Angwin: The Government re-
present the State, and not any district.
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Mr. MONEY: It is the State for which I

am concerned.

Hon. W, (. Angwin: The Government are
responsible

Mr. MONEY: [t is the concern of the
State, if there is any concern at all, that in
view of what has transpired the whole sub-
jeet should be thoroughly investigated. There
are many thousands of pounds to be spent in
this connection, and many interests to be con-
sidered. XNever have I known a proposition
to be supported here by such flimay evidenee
ar the production of a letter signed by some-
body, the hon. member whe produced the
letter not knowing whom the writer of it re-
[resented. We have a league one day against
the deviation. At a later stage the league
say, ‘‘We were wrong before, and wa are
now in favour of the deviation.”  What
can the House gather from any resolution
of sl s league?  The prople vitally con-
ecrned do uot know from day to day what in
their opinion is right. Then how are we to
know what is right? No member of this
House will be fulfilling his duty to the State
unless he votes for a fuller inquiry inte the
subject.

Mr, HARRISON (Avon) [2.25]: During
last session [ spoke in support of the appqmt-
ment of a select committee on this subject.
1 shall support the same proposal to-night.
My reasons are very much those of the last
speaker.  According to the rcport of the
Railway Advisory Board, this line is going
to be expensive in point of cost per mile gf
ecnstruction.  If we are to spend capital in
railway econstruction, there are other paris
of the State which need railways, and in
which the meney could be just aa well spent,
or perhaps better. If there is a prospect that
a select committee can obtain evidence to
guide the House to do what is best for the
State, and perhaps to save public funds, it
is our duty to appoint the committee.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—XNortham) [8.26]: I do not know why the
member for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W.
C. Angwin) says that the motion for the re-
ference of the Bill to a select committee shows
a want of confidence in the Government. The
present Government did not introduce the Bill
which authorises the construetion of this rail-
way. My friend from North Fremantle, as
Minister for Works, introduced the Bill,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You recommended a
deviation.

The PREMIER: This matter has been con-
sidered by the House mere than once. The
route has been approved by the House more
than once. The guestion has been gonc into
very carefully by the Government. It is true
that to the north of the route, though seme
distance to the north, there is better land
than the land through which the line will go.
The Government, however, have given the
quesiion very careful censideration, and have
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lad reperts vn the subject from various cen-
tres, reports from men whose judgment we
respect. Therefore we are now asking the
Hanse ta agres to this deviation, which we
are entitled to do. We are satisfied that the
deviation will enable us to make the only
alteration of route which the House should
be asked to pass. No one can object to the
fullest information being got for any pur-
pose, but it does not seem to me that any
further information can he got in this case.
The hon. member who has moved for a seleet
committee is absolutely entitled to ask for
it. I think it is due to the tactics of the
member for Williams-Narrogin (AMr. John-
ston) that the mover is getting so much sup-
port for the appointment of a seleet com-
mitteo. We all know that the battle of routes
causes trouble in the district affected, and in
the House, too. In this case, however, there
has been tle very follest inguiry. It is nine
years sinee the line was autliorised. The
people were led to believe that the line would
be huilt through the distriet. They have set-
tled along the proposed route, to some cxtent
owing to the fact that Parlianment had de-
clared the line would be built. I do not pro-
pese to vote for the appointment of a select
committee, The Government do not require
any more information than they have, and 1
do not think very much more than we have in
our possession can be obtained. The matter
is very eary to understand. The line was not
proposed by the present Government, but it
has been at times discussed in this House,
and the House has expressed a very decided
opinirn on the subject.

Mr. Money: It is your responsibility now,
though.

The PREMIER: We take the responsi-
bility.

Mr. Richardson: But you might be wrong,
and that is what we want to know,

The PREMIER: We are not often wrong.

Mr. Richardson: Just occasionally. -

The PREMLIER: I do not know that we
are right ‘‘just occasionally’’; I know we
are right on this oceasion. It is a very diffi-
cult thing to play fast and loose with people
in connection with railway construction. The
line should never have been passed and would
not have been passed——

Mr. Latham: What an admission!

The PREMIER: What admisgion?

Mr. Latham: You say it should
have heen passed.

The PREMIER: 1 was saving that it
should not have been apgreed to, if the line
wag not to be built. I do not know what the
decision of the House will be, So far as the
Government are concerned, we have gone into
the matter and we believe the deviation pro-
posed to be the only alteration that should
be made to the original measure as agreed to
in this Chamber.

never

Mr. HICEMOTT (Pingellv—in reply)
[9.32]: Much has been said regarding the
withdrawal of the motion last session. Every
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hon, member is aware that the House ad-
journed on the day the motion was with-
drawn,

The Premier:
then.

Mr. HICEMOTT: The seleet committee
could not have functioned.

The Premier: That is so.

Mr, HICKEMOTT: The member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin)
suggested that personal and selfish motives
entered into the question. There is nothing
like that weighing with me,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I did not say **per-
sonally.’”’ I do met blame you a bit.

Mr, HICKMOTT: My objeet in moving
for the select committee, 1z to assure that the
line will be built to serve the greatest num-
ber of people and be constructed in the best
interests of the State generally. I believe
that if a vote were taken from Albany to
Brookton, leaving out Narrogin, scarcely one
vote would be recorded in favour of the line.

Mr. Jobnston: The Narrogin people are
the only ones who know anything about it

Mr, HICEMOTT: It is admitted that
Narrogin is well supplied with railway lines.
T entered into conversation with a Mr. Johns,
who was returning from the Eastern States.
He referred to my opposition to the line. I
asked him why he wanted the ling, as Narro-
gin was well served already. He said he was
a hay grower and wanted to get his stuff to
the market. I remarked that lLe had direct
railway communication already, but he said
the Dwarda-Narrogin line would give him a
shorter route. I said: ‘‘Surely you do not
want another line for the purpose of seeur-
jng a toute that will be shorter by only 17
miles.”” He said: ““I hope the line will be
passed. 1 was onc of the prime movers in
this matter.’’ That is the sort of argument
we have put up to us! That is what we have
fo contend with! It shows that therc is
nothing in their arguments and demonstrates
that Narrogin is already well supplied with
railways.

You did not have a chance

Queslion put and a division taken with th
following result:— :

Aves . .. .. .. 16
Noes .. ‘. .. .. 18
Majority against .. .. 2
AYES.
Mr. Curter Mr. Money
Mr. Davies Mr. Munsie
Mr. Denton Mr. Ricbardson
Mr, Durack Mr. J, H. Smith
pMr. Harrison Mr. Teesdals
Afr. Hickmotl Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Latham Mr. Troy
Mr. C. C. Maley Mr. Muliany
{Teller.}
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Noges.

Mr. Apgwin Mr. Lutey
Mr. Chesson Mr, Maon
Mr. Clydesdale Mr, McCallum
Mrs. Cowan Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Pickering
Mr. George Mr, Sampson
Mr. Heron Mr, Underwood
Mr. Johuston Mr, Wilson
Mr. Lambert Mr. Marshall

{Teller.)

Question thus negatived.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee withou
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—FIREARMS.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 23rd August.

Mr. MARSHALL (Murchison) [9.41]: 1
oppose the Bill, After giving it very eareful
consideration, I am forced to the conelusion
that it will be applicable to localities outside
the metropolitan area, where it will work
unneeessary hardship. One can admit that
there may be justification for the Government
controlling firearms where juveniles are con-
cerned, but it would seem that the people
in the outback centres will suffer by the en-
forcement of such a law. Apparently the
object of the Government is to secure a good
deal of unnecessary revenue. Heavy license
fees and registration fees are to be imposed.
People in the back counfry who make a live-
lihood with their guns will suffer great dis-
advantages.

Mr. Underwood: Imcluding those who are
protecting their own lives,

Mr. MARSHALL: That is so. The Min-
ister stressed the point that children had been
injured through the reekless wse of firearms.
In avoiding that pessibility, it is net right
to inflict hardships on those who depend
upon the gun for their liveliheod. The AMin-
ister snid that the careless handling of guns
by children had resulted in the death of
other ehildren. T would net raise any objee-
tion to the Bill if it merely aimed at prevent-
ing such occurrences.  Children of tender
years ghould not be aMlowed to use fircarms to
the danger of others. But the Bill will be
unworkahle in some parts of the State.
Every jerson uwsing firearms will be required
to register each weapon, or, alternatively, will
he liable to drastic penaltics. The Govern-
went lhave no conception of how the Bill wiil
aj ply in outhaek districts.

Mr. Underwood: It is utterly impossible,

[Mr. Angelo taok the Chair.]

Mr. MARSHALL: Apart from the impos-
sibiltiy of people outback eomplying with the
law, they will have to pay a considerable
sum in license and registration fees. Take
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the man varning a living shooting kangaroos,
dingoes, emus and other destructive pests.

Ar. Underweood:  What about the other
man, the nigger?

Mr, MARSHALL: T am more concerned
about the man earning his bread and butter
by lis gun.

Mr. Underwood: HMe won't want bread
and butter if the nigger gets him.

My, MARSHALL: I am not taking that
view just mow, [ want to know why people
are eneouraged to leave the eity and go out-
back, yet are never given any consideration
in the House. The Bill is pvrrely a metro-
politan measure.

Mr. Underwoord: It iz only a taxing meas-
are.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is not applicable te
any part of the State outside the metropolitan
area, or not without inflicting hardship.
Many men on stations outhack possess three
or four firearms. Under the Bill they will
bave to pay a scparate fee for each weapon
in their possession. A family of three or
four boys, each having two or more guuns,
will have to pay quite a large sum to the
Government. Also, the Bill will impose still
further finaneial difficulties on those people,
in that every gun repaircr will he required to
take ont a certificate, for which he will pay
£1. I do not know whether the Minister
iz going to presa for these licenses and regis-
tration fees, or whether, when in Committee,
he will agree to reduce them. T will vote
against the second reading in the’ belief that
the Rill is unworthy of further consideration.
Apart from one provision, the Bill is quite
unworkable, except in the bigger towns.

The Colonial Secretary: The fee is not a
very serions amount.

Mr, MARSHALL: In the
view, if never is.

AMr. Latham: Five shillings for every gun
will mount up.

Ar. MARSHALL: But from the Minis-
terial viewpoint it is not heavy.

Mr. Underwood: It is only another means
of taxation.

Mr. MARSHALL: It might he a waste of
time to cnumerate the difficulties in applying
the Bill if it should become law, hecause
the broadminded people in my  electorate
would not take any notice of it at all. They
are afl in the possession of firearms, and it
would require a desperate man to get hold
of them. .

Mr. Underwood: Hush, we must all respeet
the law,

Mr. MARSHALL: The occasion scarcely
calls for it. The Bill proposes to give to the
police areater authority than any other Bill
has cver done.

Mr. Heron: Exeent the Gold Buyers Bill

Mr. MARSHALL: T had overlooked that
one exception. Under the Bill a policeman
without warrant ean bail up a citizen, or
scarch the citizen’s home, for weapons. It

Government
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is not right that such powers should be con-
ferred on the police. It is creating a pre-
cedent that may be used against members
vl this Chamber. It is a httle disconcerting
to bave to continue in the absence of the Min-
ister in charge of the Bill, Evidently he
regards the Bill as of hut §ittle importance,
clse he would not have alluwed it fo come on
for discussion in his absence to-night,

The Colonial Seeretary. That is wreng.
The Minister was anxions to be here, but
found it impossible,

Mr. MARSHALL:

Moreover,
will have the

the potice
Y power to  declare  wlo
15 and who is not a fit and proper
person to carry firearms, That provicion
may be all right in the metropolitan area,
but in a smalier community, where usnally
the limb of the law is not in good ndour, it
will not be difficult for a constable to deny
to a eitizen against whom he has a grudge
the right to earry firearms,

The Coloninl Secretary: In wost districts
the constable is popular.

Mr. MARSHALL: Tt may be so in the
Swan electorate, but there are other elec-
torates,

The Minister for Works: I am sorry to
hear ijt.

Mr. Underwood: I am sorry the Bill should
be under diseussion when the Minister econ-
cerned is not here. It amounts to contempt
of the House.

Mr. MARSHALL: It will be quite easy
for a policeman to deny firearms to a citizen
against whom he has 2 grievance,

_The Minister for Works: Is there no pro-
vision for appealt

Mr, Unﬂeryvnod: Where is the Mimister,
anyhow? With the Minister not here, we
skould not go on with his Bill. It ig dis-
graceful, .

Mr, MARSHALL: There is provision for
an appeal. Bnt the appeal will be expeansive
—at Meekatharra the hearing fee alone 1s
223._6d.—nnd is likely to become an annual
affair. Moreover, the prosecuting officer in
the court will probably be the very officer
who has opposed the issue of the license to
the citizen against whom he has a grudpge.
And justices, magistrates and wardens are
prone to accept the view of the police
officer,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Say some of them.

Mr, MARSHALL: Yes, I will say some of
them..

Mr. Underwood: The police force are all
right, but are given duties which they
should not have,

Mr., MARSHALL: That is so.
not ask for this,
bkave it.

Mr. Heron: Some of them are good sports.
Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. Some are as fine
gentlemen as one could wish to meet. The
Bill imposes on them an authority they do
not want, It is certain to excite hostility
hetween members of the force and the citi-

They do
They would rather not
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zens. The provision for appeal is there, as
the Minister says, but the appeal will be
expensive aud of doubtful utility. Also it
is proposed to c¢ut out the Maxim silencer.

The C(olonial Secretary: You will agree
with that§

Mr, MARSHALL: I marvel at the ignor-
ance of some members in respect of con-
ditions outback. -

Mr. Underwood: Of some Ministers, not
members. -

Mr. MARSHALL: I would go far out of
my way to see the Colonial Secretary
kangaroo shooting at night time without a
Maxim silencer, I do not know why some
members open their mouths only to disgorge
ignorance,

The Minister for Works: Did I under-
stand you to say a peliceman cculd search
your house without any warrant§

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes.

The Minister for Works: If you refer to
Clause 16, you will see he has to get =
warrant from a justice.

Mr, Underwood: Why is the Bill required
at all§

Mr. MARSHALL: A policeman with the
authority of the Commissioner may search
any individval without a warrant.

The Minister for Works: Bui he cannet
search a house.

Mr. MARSHALIL: He ean.

The Minister for Works: Clause 16 says
not.

Mr. Mann: The hon, member is referring
to Clause 15.

Mr. Underwood: He has no right to refer
to clanses on the second reading debate.

Mr., MARSHALL : I am convinced it
would be lawful for & policeman, under the
aunthority of the Commisgioner, fo searcn
any person or his premises at any time.

Mr. Mann: He could search a person with-
out a warrant, but not the premises.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not agree with
that. 4

Mr., Underwood: Should he be able to
search anything?

Mr. MARSHALL : No member of the
force should be given such aunthority. Tt is
proposed that lads of 16 and under may not
have control of firearms. I know of cases
where great hardship will be imposed if
this provision ‘s insisted upon. There are
boys who have been taught, under the care-
ful supervision of their fathers, to bandle
a gun at a much earlier age than 16.

The Colonial Secretary: That is permitted.

Mr. Heron: Wot unless the parent is with
him.

Mr. MARSHALL: If a lad is under the
age of 16, he will not he able to handle fire-
ATms.

The Coloninl Seerctary: He may, if he is
under the supervision of a. licensed person.

Mr. MARSHALI:: Not if he is nnder 16.

My, Underwood: How many children are
there of less than 16 years that are not
under supervision? Why pass legislation of
this description?
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Mr, MARSHALL: The whole Bill is un-
satisfactory. = The Minister for Mines was
very brief in moving the second reading. He
did very little more than refer to a few acei-
dents.

Mr. Underwood: e does not believe in
the Bill or he would be here to see it through.
He is away playing bowls or bridge.

Mr. MARSHALL: I koow of one home
where there are nine children that is pro-
vided with wild turkey, kangaroo, and other
game by lads who, at an early age, have been
taught to handle guns. To require such lads
to be under supervision will be another hard-
ghip. If they cannot find an adult to accom-
pany them, the family supplies of food must
fall ghort, The whole trouble is that, becauss
some children have not been taught to handle
rifles and aeccidents have occurred, these re-
strictions are to be imposed upon all.

Mr. Maon: Arc you opposing the whole
Bill, or do you desire amendments?

Mr, Heron: Oppose the whole Bill.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr., MARSHALL: I propose to give the
Rill the biggest boot possible on the second
reading. 'The amount of revenue to be de-
rived is to go to the police foree.

Mr. Heron: A tax to maintain the police.

Mrt, Underwood: To buy them hoots,

Mr. MARSHALL: If anyone is to derive
advantage from soch measure, it should be
the body that provides facilities for people
to use guns, namely, the read board.

Mr. Underwood: No one should get any
advantage from it.

Mr. MARSHALL: I agree with that. The
police have always the Treasury to draw on
and are mever short.

The MMinister for Works: By Jove, the
Commissioner of Police would not agree with
you there.

Mr, MARSHALL: I would have liked the
Minister to explain why an extra penalty is
proposed on convietion for an coffence be-
tween 7 p.m., and 7 am. However, it scems
hopeless to elicit any information regarding
the Bill. TIs it any easier for a firearm to go
off at night than during the day?

Mr. Underwood: The stars affect it a
hit.

Mr. MARSHATLL: The Minister said the
Act of 1883 applied only to municipalities
and to arcag within five miles of their boun-
daries

Mr. Underwood: They are thinking of
those Honter’s-corner “‘gung’’; they go off.

Mr. MARSHALL: The provisions of this
Bill are more adaptable to the municipalities
an{d the area within five miles of their boun-
daries than to the country districts. When
the Minister replies, T hope he will explain
the reason for the extra penalty for offences
committed between 7 p.m. and 7 am. T ap-
pase the second reading becaunse the Bill is
not adaptable to the whole of the State. It
will inflict hardship upon persons earning a
livelihood with a gun.
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Mr. Pickering: What about the farmer?

Mr. MARSHALL: 1 am battling for the
farmer, too. Farmers will have to pay a
license for every gun, and it is not right te
burden them with sueh an impast. Cutside
the metropolitan area the meagure will be
unworkable. If we do not wish to make law-
breakers of the people, we should pass caly
laws that are reaspnable. I protest also
spainst the high fees proposed.

On motion by Mr. Broun, debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.15 p.n.

Aegtslative Hssembly,

Tuesday, 4th September, 1923.
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The SPEAKER tcok the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and read prayers.

QUESTION—RATLWWAYS,
BOILERS.

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Ts it a faect that there is a
shortage of hoilers at the Loco. Shops which
will materially impede the preparation of en-
gines for the current year? 2, What is the
extent of the slu:n-tagaJ 3, Is lt a fact that
a recommendation has hocn made that boilers
he imperted? 4, Which officer of fthe Rail-
way Department is responsible for such re-
eammendation, if any? 35, Which officer of
the Railway Department is responsible for the
shortage of boilers? 6, When was the short-
age first reported by the officer responsiblet
7, Is it a faet that the number of new boilers
required to keep np the equipment of the
loeos. in the Railway Department is approxi-
mately 14 per year? 8, What is the number
that has been built for each of the past six
vears? 9, Ts it not a faat that boilers of as
good guality ean be built as cheaply at the
Loco. Shops as imported boilers eost?

LOCO,

(=1
'y
1)

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-

plied: 1, No. 2, See No. 1. 3, Yes, and
tenders have been invited in Australia and
Great Britain for 20 hoilers. 4, The Chief

Mcchanfeul Engineer. 3 and 6, See No. 1.
7, No specific pumber can be laid down; an-
nual requirements vary in periods corres-
ponding with those when large blocks of loco-
motives were placed on traffic. As, for in-
stance, in 1901, 1902, and 1803 107 locome-
tives were put into nse. These are now in
course of requiring boiler replacements, giv-
ing estimated requirements of 47 boilers for
1923-24, 46 for 1924-25, whercas only 22
are estimated to be needed for 1925-26. The
position in regard to boilers is referred to at
paragraphs 17 and 38 of the Commissioner’s
Annual Report, 1923, 8, Year ended 30-6-18,
6; 30-6-19, 4; 30—6-20, 8; 30-6-21, 9; 30-6—22,
9; 30-6-23, 15. 9, Beilers made in loco.
shops are as good in quality as any hitherto
imported. The tenders now being invited
will enable & comparison ‘of costs to be
made; the last boilers, 10 in numnber, were
imported in 1911.

QUESTION—EKENDENUP SETTLERS,

Mr. HUGHES asked the Premier: 1, Ts he
aware that settlers are leaving Kendenup,
and that unless fertilisers and seeds are pro-
vided for the remaining settlers, it will be
impossible for this seasom’a crops to be
planted? 2, Jf so, is it the intention of the
Government to do anything to keep the set-
tlers on their holding? 3, If the answer to
question (2) be in the affirmative, what ae-
tion is it proposed to take?®

The PREMIER replied: 1, No, but I am
aware that crops eammet be grown withont
seed and fertiliser. 2, The State Government
was not, and is not responsible for the sub-
division and scttlement of Kendennp Estate.
It bas offered, subject to the company’s
agreement to promdo security over the land,
to make advances for the purchase of seed
and fertiliser and for sustenance, and this
offer is still open. There has been made
available £2,000 for works in the vicinity to
provide cmployment for settlers, and £50 has
been granted for relief through the Charities
Department. The estate has now been of-
fered to the Government, and the offer will
be sent on to the Land Purchase Board. 3
Answered by No. 2.

QUESTION—DIABETES, TNSULIN
SUPPLIES,

Alr. LUTEY asked the Colonial Secretary:
1. Are surplies of insulin for the cure of
diabetes procurable in the State of Western
Aunstralia? 2, If not, will he try and procure
a supplyt

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
A small supply of insulin, sufficient for the
treatment of one case of dlabetes has been
made available to the Honorary Medical Staff



